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DU PolemiUs Siluius, Be&, and the Names of the Months 

C'on nel port par tot le palb. dm,horn man durch den palas truog 
Si s'i ensaient tot ad6s von einem zuom anderen gnuog 
De renc en renc li chevalier, fUr alle rittere gemeit. 
Si vos puis por voir tesmoignier ich sage Uch fUr die worheit, 
Ni ot un so1 ne fust moilliez. daz sii wurdent alle nas. 
Molt par en est chascuns iriez ieklicher zornig waz, 
Por Caradeu qui ot  heii d m  getrunken hette Karados, 
Que antresi moilli6s n'en fu. so da5 er sich niit begos. 
La rohe en est molt dolente die kiinigin hette gros leit 
Si est mainte autre dame gente. unde ander vrowen trurikeit. . 
Guignier en ont molt enhaxe sU truogent Gyngenier grozen haz 
Et si li portent grant envie und nidetent sU umbe daz, 
Por qiie qu'el dist seurement. daz sii sprach: 'trinkent sicher.' 
Tant par le heeiit mortelment sU hassetent sii mortlicher, 
Que tant ne lrceat riap denne ie wip gehasset were. 

POLEMIUS SILVIUS, BEDE, AND THE NAMES OF 
THE MONTHS 

BY C. W. JONES 

ALT~OUGIT students in the West during t h e  early Middle Ages knew very little 
about the lnnguage und customs of eastern rnces, tlie names of the  montlis ncconl- 
ing t o  tlie Hebrews, Egyptians (Alexandrions), Athenians, hlacedonians, and 
other eastern peoples appear at intervals in western literature. l'rofessor Moiint- 
ford called attention to one sonrce for these lists.' This note will discuss another, 
and more popular, source for the names of the  months according t o  t h e  Hebrews, 
Egyptians, und Greeks (Macedonians). 

Momms6n2 has published a Calendar written b y  Polemius S i l v i u ~ , ~  which Iiad 
previously been edited by EIenschenius.' Both editions are  based ou the one ex- 
t a n t  manuscript, Bruxellmsis 10615-10729, saec. xii. T h e  Calendar was only 
a p a r t  of a Laterculus written by Silvius; the  remainder of t h e  Laterculus Momm- 

1 J. P. Mountfurd, 'De Mensium Naminibus,' Jortrrral of lfcllciiic Sfudies, x~nr (1993). 10%-116. 
An extension of tlie work of Mountford Iiss recently nppenred: K. Ilnnell, 'Das Menalogium des 
Liber glossaruni,' Bulletin de In SociEffi des Ldfves <le L u d  (1931-3938). But llnncll disregnrds nny 
appenrnnee of tlie nanies of tlie montlis not mcntioned by Moutitford, and oecepts tlie nnonyniity of 
tlie Lilcllris ds Afino. Lammert, Bursian'a Jahreabncl>fe ccxxxr (1981), 110, suggestcd thnt tlie 
names of the months eould be recovered h m  the writings of tlie Fathers, espeeiolly the iiames of 
tlic Hebreiv months from Jemme's eommentnrics; but a rather cnreful elraminntion sliows that any 
such list is far from exhaustive. 
' Corplta 19~8iscriplioi~urn Lolitionim, I, 355-857. 
' Silvius dedicnted his work to his contemporary Euchcrius, Bisho~ of Lvons: 'Domino beatissimi 

Eucl~cria episcopo Silvius. Laterculum quem priares feccnint eum <liüicilibus supl,utaturiliuo indicii 
nutntuvn legissein, ne minus doctis esset obscurior ul~solutione. positsrum iii eu rerum siaiii~icationeo - 
mutavi et npud te ~iotissimum, a quo mea omnia pro tnnta qui inter nos est nmoris studio coinpra 
bantur digestuni direxi. Laetificsbor iudicio tuo, si eum tibi plscuisse cognovero.' Silvius is evidently 
tlie writermcntioned by Hilnrius of A~lcsand Prosper of Aquitnine; cf. Corplta Inswipt., r, 333. 
' Aefn Snvirlorum, Mensis, iunii 7 (Antwcrp, 1717), pp. 178-184. Iienseltcnius' text \i.as copied in 

J. 1'. Migiio's Potrologia Latirio. xrrl, 675 U. 
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ment of ßede. Bu t  orie letter was evi<lently iiot riiougli t o  refute t h e  spiirioiis Prirriiiiii uiensexu iiovoriiiii, qui i'nsc1i:ie cereiiioiiiis sacrntirs est, Nisaii a ~ ~ ~ ~ e l l a n t e s ,  qui 
Canon, for ßcde  inaiiy times werit out  of Iiis way in tlie ß e  Te?nporn?n Rationc proptcr iiiiiltiv:rgiiiri 1iin;re discursiiiii, iiiinc i n  M;rrtiiini rncnseiu, iiiiiic iricidit in Aprileiii, 

t o  establish t h e  autlienticity of Iris vcrsioii of tlie Caiion,'altliough tliroughout iiunc aliquot dies Af:~ii meiisis occiipat. Scd rectiiis Aprili <leliutatur; quis seniper in ipso 
vcl incipit vel dcsiiiit vcl toti~s iiiclis<litor; ca dtiiitaxnt regrilu cuiiis et supra iiieiiiiiiimus, 

the  work Iie carefiilly rcfraiiied froiii directly iiaii~irig tlie Irisli clergy as  Iiis ad- obscrvata iit qiiae SV post aeqiiinoctiiiiii Iriiia estitcrit, primiiiii scgiientis at~iii i~~ei~scin  
versaries. The priinary coiiteiitioii arose from a variatioii in the  followiiig pas- faciat; qiiae ver« antea, iii>vissiiiiiiiii 1>r:~ecerleiitis, sicqrie per ordiiiciii.' 
sage 

ß e d e  copic<l tlic rinriics of tlie Ilelirew inoiitlis, iiot oiily hecrtiise tlie positioii 
Est  ergo iii primo nniio ,initium pri@-~ip& qiiod est xix aiinoruin circuli lirincipiiiin of tlie niorith i\'i,s«n nras of priniary iiiiportniicc iii tlie reclioriirig of tlic da te  of 
secundum Aegyptios qiiidein ~riensis Pliaineiiotli xnvi die; iuxti~ hlucedories vero Dystri; 

011~. die]; seciiiiduin llornanos vero hlartii I h s t e r ,  biit also bcc:iiise tlie iiniiies of tlie IIebrew niontlis \ver(! needful iii Bibli- 

r uero, t l ~ e  D3'11. rcnds: iindecimo Caleiid. 4 c:~l excgesis. Uiit Iie iiaturally oiriittecl tlie names 01 tlie i\tliciiinii nioiiths ns irrel- 
F evaiit. ,- 

Bot11 Rede aiid tlie uiikiiown forger uscd Iluiiiius' traiislntion of Eusebius' 'ficse lists of Ilede 11:~ve heeii disreg:~rdcd hy clironologists bccnuse tlie 'Greelc' 

Historia Ecclesiastic~z as  tlie sourcc for tliis Iiassagc. moiitlis in Giles' text do not iigree witli ariy otlier es tant  list. Stiideiits mho arc  

Now tlie extended discrission of tlie iisrnes of tlic inoiitlis accor<liiig t o  tlie ncqiiaiiited witli Gilcs' text Itiiow tliat i t  is extreiiiely faolty. 'nie text  was based 

Egyptiniis aiid 'Greeks,' which Uede introduccd irito tlic I)c i 'o~npor i i?~~ Il<:t.ionc, oii t h e  ancicrit editioii of IIervagiiis of tlie coiiil>lete ~vorlcs of Ile(lc, ~~ubl is l icd  a t  

simply prepared Iiis re:~dcrs for tlie followiiig argiiiiieiit ag:riiist tlie Irisli receii- Ilaslc, n.ii. 1563; biit tlie editor rnaintained t l iat  he Iiriri, witli tlie assistniice of 

sion of the  Aiiatolinri Caiiori: Tliomas \Vriglit, co1l;lted tlie enrlier editiorr nritli msi ruscr i~~ts  iii tlie Britisli Rlu- 
scuiii aiid tlie ßihliotli&que N:tt ioi~ale.~ Tlic evideiice n~liicli f o l l o ~ ~ s  \vill, 1 tliiiik, Hic eniui vicesiinan~ sec i~z~~la~n  dimn~m~i itieiisis ne<iile vicesi~nn~~i scc~~nclnm Afwsr~~ 

fore e o r n m e ~ d i c a t  iiinniieste qiiia s-rquc ~neiisisj~~i;isn~-i_t,~ I.:t iie quis sliow t l i i ~ t  iieitlier tlie editor iior Iiis nssist:~nt serioiisly eiideirvored t o  obtaiii 
dicat quod Anatolius iii Iiüc seiitcntii~ iioii scripserit iiiirl;!ciiix> Caleiirliis, sec1 oc~avo aii nccii~nte t c s t .  SIic accepted ncimes of tlio Mncc~loriiaii moiitlis are: Dias, 
Cnlendas Apriles, convincct lioc iioii ita esse iiieiisis Aegylit.ioriiin I'IiaincnotI~~ &F A~jellaios, i\iidyiiaios, I'critios, Ilystros, X:~iitliiltos, iirleiiiisios, Di~isios, Paiic- 
!'icesirna sexta dies non ocLava Culeridiiriiiii se<l !ux&iira (:i~le11d,_~n.&1)rj!&;1~Iies-~at. iiios, I,oos, Gorpinios, IIyy~erl~er<rt:~ios.~ Giles' tcxt <lis;~grces iii tliree pli~ccs: 
Utrique autem, id est, e t  qiii oetava OLI. et qui i~ii<lcciiiis Cal. Aprilcs, in Anirtolio leguiit $Xac$qßoX~<jv f«r Aj>ell;iios, v i i ~ h v  for i\iidyii:lios, Oai,yrXiwv for I>crilios.4 T11c vigesimainsextain diem Aegylilii iiieiisis in enrl<>iii seiiteiitin habeiit aiiiiotatniii, quae 
absque ull~r dubietate in iindeciiii« C;~l<~ii<I. April. <levciiire l>robntiir, iiix1;r ~lizod superius otlier iiiiie nzrnies agrec witli tlic list of Giiizcl, :~rid tiic list o l  l'oleniiiis Siluius. 

eorum annalern descril)eiitcs signavirniis? I :ail iiii:J>le t o  accoiirit for tlie lncseiicc of tlicsc tlivec iiaiiies iii Giles' tcs t ,  
biit ;L rotogra1111 01 tlie ßerliii MS., I>/rili. lS . i l ,  ;LI> escelleiit inaiiiiscript 01 tlie Tlie Englisli-Iris11 1':~sclial coiitroversy i~ii<i tlie ~>seii<lo-Aiiritoli:~~~ C'( I?IO~ I'<Isc~L- 
11c Teni~~orlrv,  Ibntione \vritl.eri :LL Vcroii:~ iii tlie 1:itc eiglitli oi. e:lrly iiiiith ceiitiiry, alis, theii, were rcs])orisible for Iledc's disciissioii oi tlic iiaiiies of tlic 'Greck' 
s1ion.s t l ial  in tliat iii:ii~iiscri~>t tlie I I : L ~ I C S  all i~grf-e ~vil l i  tlie text of Poleinius a n d  Egyptiaii nioiitlis. Tlic r~iiestioii Iias sevcral t,iriies i,ecii asiic(l wliciice Iic 
Silviiis. Tliot. e\~iderice, togetlier witli otiier f:~cts giveii I)eiolv, shows tiint I3edc acquired Iiis kiion~le(1ge. Un<loiibtc(lly Iiis lists wcrc tülteri froiii tlie Cnlciidsr o i  
corr(~ctly col~icd tlie k1:~cedoriinii iiioiitlis froiii Silviiis' <:alciid;~r. l l i s  list, tlicii, Polemius Silvius, wliicli 1lcde <lescril)ed as  'iiiiper tr:~iisiiiissiis ;LI] iios dc  1loni:l 
ii i  sciiilc 5v:~y was garblccl iii tlie l~ririt.cd editions. Siiicc tliis iiotc \\2iis writteri. 1 c o m ~ u t u s . ' ~  I l e~ le  nzould ~ i o t  1i:~vc relcrrc<l 1.0 tlie Rlnce~loiri:~ii inoiitlis ;is '<;rcelt' 
Iiave es;rniiiicd rotograplis of tlie follo\i~irig rnsiiuscri1>ts of tlie ße Ten~pur i i ?~~  if they had heen correct,ly giveri in Iiis soiircc, ior iii bot11 rrcciisioiis of tlie <:;~iioii 
Rnti071c: K;~rlsrulie, Iiciclior~nn 10'7; I$ritish Museum, (iol/un, I.%sp(rsi«n ß 6; Distros was called Rfacedoiiinii. I3ctie's :Lrgiiirierit ~ i~oi i ld  1i:i.v~ 1)eeii frirtlicr siip- 
S t  Giillcii $81; 13il~li0th&<~iie N:itioiiale, L<i1%?1 7296; nfiiiiicli, Iiü7i.igl. ßibl. l47$5. ported if he liad beeil r~hle  t o  s:yr klnce<loiii;iii iiiste:ui of Grccli. Isiit tlie Iiea<liiig 
l'rolessor 1,aistiicr Itindly serit iiic t.r;niscripts froin S t  (;;illeii $50 aiid ilibl. Na t .  of Polemius Silvius, 'apud Gr;~ecos alios,' rriisle~l Iiiiri, aiid llcdc was too carcliil 
L«/. 13409. All tliese iiiniiiiscril>Ls give tlie corrcct list n'itli iiiiiior variatioiis a writer t o  m:rlie nlteratioiis iii Iiis soiirce \iitlioiit. sofficiciit :iritliority. I<'roiii tlie 
wliicli .ivill be  rccorded iii iny cditioii o i  IIede's I1.T.R. 'The iu;iiiuscript lrorn Same Calendar, Uede cogiied tlic iiaiiies of tlic Rcljrcw inoiitlis, I>iit 1.1y iiioving 

tliem forward oiie moiitli hc  eliuirged tlicir relntioii t o  tlie Itorriaii riioiit,lis froiri ~vliicli tlie preseiit ]>riritc<l tex! \i.;rs I.al;eii is still iiril;iio~\~ii t o  irre. 
I>rolcssor MouiitEor<l tr:~iisciil>etl :L sliort nzorli, I)e .41i1io,"foiiiid iii tlie MS.,  t hn t  made hy Silvius. Bedc tliiis explsiiicd Iris :rotion: 

V(:llicelli II' 26, \vliere ii. :q>l>e;trs iiiiiiic~li:at.ely ;~ft .er  Ile(le's I le  Teniporlmi. Rulioni~. 
DTII.. Cl,s.~. 10. ea. :JO. 3s. ,$Y. . . . . .  
' I llavc öiucu tlie piisaige :iccor<li!ig tci Ilic Iri.ili rec<.iision i i , i i i i i l  i i i  hligiiii'a I'<ilrologio Oviiec<i, X ,  1 I j Y l ? ,  11 (Giles, I Icdm Olm<z Ovtnia V,, I(:# 160). 

$11. wilicll !ras copied fnnii tlie r<litioii ur IJii<,liri.i~is. ;r,i<l 1 l i t i ~  iil:,c<i<l ii ,  l>riir:lirls tlie i~: i i i : i i i t  re:i<l- 2 (;ilcs, op.  eil. i w ,  1,. TIic '~oll;itioiis' ;ippe:i~. i i i  tlie s:iii>e voluii,r, pj ' .  ,450 -150. 

in@ uf Gilca' Lex1 i>l tlio U<: T,:i,zport<n, Itntioiia (lir.ii<ic (lpcro Otnriiii. vi, 177). '1.11~ ~il.i~iriiji;ii \.:ii.iiiliuii 2 1). 1;. üiirxcl, Ilnri<lliiicii ilci niolhr.oiiili,sci,,~~, ii>,<l lcchni.scii~~,i iiiio,iu/oyic (I,rij,sig, 1000-11). I I I ,  

IRY iii tlic ilntc of tiie : ~ i i i i i i ; t l  ~<iiii~iiis, \u l i i< , l i  tlic Irisli ol>s<,ii.cil <in, \I;ii.cli 2 5 ,  tlic I S ~ i ~ l i a l i  < i , i  \I:,rcl> i l .  . . PO. 
, ,....,, . . ,,... 
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''I librnri;~ii n t  sonie t ime or otlier marl<e<l off tlic \\rorl\- entitled I)e Anno :~i1<1 iii 

t h e  iiinrgiii 11;~s \vritteii Li6elhrs »e<lac (10 Anno.' I givc Moiiiitfor<l's re:Lsoiis for 
rejectirig it 21s n worl< of I3e<ie's: 

So f ; ~ r  :is tlic IIel>rcn., Egypt.inii, an<l Atlieiiinii iiioiitli-iiaines are conceriied, tliis little 
trnct;~te is rciliürkal>ly acciirate, i~ii<1 tlie inontli-iiniiies ivliicli ure reEorr<:<l to tlie 'otlicr 
Grceks' agree eritirclg \izitli tlic currect list «F &l;~rerloiiinri inoiltlis. Dut is tlie I,ibclli~s a 
worl< of S3c<lo? I! n.0 t i i n i  to 13ecle's ac<:oiiiit oE non-llorrinii iiioiitlis (00 Y'on~pririinz. Ra- 
tioiie, ri-xiv), wc <liscover tliat oiily in tlie Egy11ti:ui irioiitiis [locs Iiis list agree ii,illi tliiil 
giizeii iii tlie Lilieliics. IIe Iins nri sellciratc or coiiil~lete list «E tlre iitlieiiiun nioiitlis. lIis 
Il<4>re!u iiioii!lis <:oiiiiiieiice ii.itll ~\~i,snti :is tlie egiiii~;rleiit i>f iiliril iiistriid of hilur<!li. ?rlic 
ii,oriLlis i>i Llic '(;i;icci' \r,liicli lie givcs iire u inistiirc; for tlicy ngree ivitli tlie i~<iriri:rl Mii<:c- 

d«iii:ui list Froiri Rl:ircli to Novciiilri, bitt J)ccei,ihcr is giiv:n irs Eln~ilicholion, Jiriiii:iry ns 
Ar?<chio?i ;iii<l Pclri~;iry ;is 'I'1i<rrgelio?t. \\'C iic<i<I not go fiirt.licr ;iiid cii<liiii.c i<~lietlicr tlie 
e x ~ ~ . c l i l ~ ~ i ~  o(. tlic l,ib~llii,s voitlil 11;ive cr>rric fr<iiii Ile<lc. I t  is i:le;ir tliitt tliis trartiite <::~ii~i<il 
Iic \v<>vl i  <>i Iledc iior c\><:ii a <wiii~>eii<lii~~n I>;tsa<l oti Iiis w<i~ . l< .  

l l c  ,471i10, \\.liicli 3~loriiitior~l ii.;~s iiii:J>le t o  assigri t o  :I <l;~t.e oi. niitlior, coiit.aiiis 
;Ln esor~liiiiii \vliicli is rc:~lly aii es:ict tr:rilscri~)t of ;L l>&~ragrtLl>ll Or c ~ i : l ~ ~ i a r  eil- 
l.it1cd I je  ,llin» i i i  l'oleiiiiiis Sil~~ii is '  I'rologiic t o  Iiis L~rrercrtlrts.' Sil\piiis Look 
tliis ~>:is;~gr:i.j>li :~liriost vcrli:rt.iiii froiii M:~crol)iiis, S<clrrritrrli<t r ,  12~--13, ;L ]~ :~ss :~gc 
wlii<:li Dede li:~<l kiiowii l)cforc Iiis :icqiinint.aiice nziili Sil\.iirs' ~ \~o i I i .  iifter tlie 
exor~iiiim coiiies a iist of inoiitlis aocoriliiig t o  tlie Iloin;~iis, llel>rews, ~<gyj)ii;Llls, 
Ailieiiiniis, ;iii<l ':rl>ii<l (;r;iccos :iiios.' 'i'lie iist is siiiip!y a coliy of Llic IIC:I.~I~II&$S <>I1 

tlie C;ilcii~l;ir r>f Sii\riris. 'i'lie ~sorl;, /je , l~? io ,  Llicii, is c<~iii\~:lleiit to tlie <.s;l.cL 
soui<:e iroin \vliicli 13cile tool; Iiis iiifoiiri:rtioii. SLii<lciits f;~inili:~r rvitli tlic iiietliods 
of copyists in i.lie e ;~r ly  Rli<l~llc ~ i g c s  \ \ ~ . I I  respcct t o  c«iiiliutnti\~e \\,orks will iiot 
fiii<l it  li:ir<l 1.0 iiii;igiiie l.li:il. I.lie Lihrllirs cla An?ro tr:ivelle<l ivit.li tlic De .Tc~irpi~riro~ 
121rlio;ie iiiitil i t  R.BS copie<I into 1.l1e \7:~llicelli iiiniiriscript, less t l i ; ~ i i  :L Iiiiii<lreil 
yetirs :~I't,cr I,Iie e ~ ~ ~ i i j i c ~ ~ i l . i o i ~  of tlic I:il.t~r \ ~ ~ o r k .  

I$eclc's clinirge iii  tlic «r<lcr of tlic 1leI)rrm nioritiis idlo\\*s iis t o  ~iet.criiliiic 
\s,liet.lier lists »f Foicigii iiioiitlis roinpile<l iifici. I$e<lc \i.cre t:~keii froiii tlie I,rrler- 
ct117r.s oi. tlic I l r  i'o~iporun, R(:/io!ie. Of tlie cs:i.iiiples n,lii<:li follo\v, :i11 nrc deii\,e<l 
froiri tlic I ;~tter  n,oili. 'I'liis iisi of tlie Dc i'<,iir~~«i.irni liatio7rc is ii;itiir:il; fo i  tire 
centuries follon,iiig its coiiil~«sit.ioii, it was tlic riiost I~opii l :~r co~rptilirs i i i  tlie \\'cst. 
< \ I l ie  Lolerc?rlirs, oii tlie coiit.r;iry, ncciiis t« 11:~oe si ir \~ire<l üoiiiei\.li;it 11y cli:in<:c. 

'i'lie iirst list is foiiii<l iii tlie Lihnr <Ir (io„ipir/o of Ili:~li;iiiiis ~~~: i i i r i i s .~ I r : r l~ ;~ i i i i s '  
n.orl< ;is n \rrliole npas littlc iirore tli;iri :L C O J I ~  froiii f%e<le ; L I I ~  hlciiiii, ;~ii<l t.lic lists 
of tlre moiil.lis \wre  iiii<loiil>l.e~lly t.z~l<cii froiii Jlede, ;~ltlioiigli II~:LJ.~~LIIIIs \Y:IS W I L ~ Y  

oI Ile<lc.'s irrraiigeiiir.iit of tlie l.lel,rew inoiitlis; I><: ~ l i d  no t  coiiipare tlic J Id>icw 
iiioiitlis nitli tlie 1loiii;~ii iiioiitlis, biit increly iiiiinl~ereil tlieiri froiri ~Vis<rir, tlie 
f i p s t  iiioiitli of tlie IIel~rc\v J" : I~ .  'i'l~e '(;rcel<' inoiitlis :Ire M:~cc<loiii;iii, niid :igiee 
witli tlie Ilcrliii MS., I'liill. lS.11, r:i.t.lii?r t11:iii Gilcs' t e s t .  

111 :III :i])p(!ii<lix i.0 tlic \v<>rI;s of S t  C;cri~~iiiius, IJnirolo</i(r I,(;/iii<~, IXXII, (llg-. 
@>.I, is :L C<ilci~drrrirr~~i ~~Ingl i~oi i ron,  t o  rvlricli att.eiitioii Iias not,  to iiiy 1;iioirlcrlge. 
recoi~tly I~rcii  <~:ill<:~l. 'Pli<, (::ilcii<l;~r is l>iiseil oii llede's ;Vi<rrlyrolo!i!j, n,it 11 ~iiliiitioiis 
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csl~wi:~lly froiii two cliiirclies-\Viiicliester niid Ely.L Tlie inost plausible coiiclii- 
sioii froiii tlie iiotices is tlint n \\'iiicliester c;~leiid:ir was cnrrietl t o  E ly  at tlie tiine 
1;tlielmold, Ilisliop of \\'iiicliester, refoirncd tlie coiivent at Ely aiid est;tblisliecl 
tlie lleiie<lictiiie rule tlierc. Etlieli\~ol<l nr:~s tlie lnst t o  die (ob. 98.1) of tliose wliose 
iiniiics iire oii tlie Calend;~r. Tlie Caleiidi~r, Llieii, was ~irol>:~bly iiiicliniiged d t e r  
tlie teiitli ceiitiiry. 0 i i r  iriteiest, aside froin <l;~ting aiid plnciiig tlie C:~leii<l:ir, lies 
in tlie f:ict t l i i ~ t  ci~cli moiitli is Iieadcd witli n list of iinrnes for t11:~t iiloiitli i~ccord- 
iiig t o  tlic Rebre\vs, I<:gypti;ins, 'Grcelzs,' Sloiiiniis, aiid 'S:~soiis.' Tliese naiiies 
wcre :rll copied frorn lle<le3s Dc Tevllioitrn~, l?,rzrione. i lgt~in,  evi<lencc t l i i ~ t  Ilcdc 
<:oi.rcctly \\.rote tlie nniries of tlie nl:~ce<loiiinii iiioiitlis nppears, for tliis C;~leiitlar 
gircs: I)eceiiiber, il]~ileus; Jzuiunry, (.??/?ii.<li«x; Felrrii:iry, l>eiiilios. 

Aiiotlier e:irly 1':iiglislr nri ter ,  13yrlitfertlr »f Rüinsny (circ. ,i.r>. 1000) copied 
tlic ii;iiiies of tlie riioiitlis froiii tlie I)c Tcna~>urzr~ir l?«tio7te nzlieii Iie comliose<l 11;s 
~1<17i~1ral. Iliit Iiis editor, tlie late Professor S. ,J. Cramfor<l, liesitz~tecl t o  nssigii 
tlie correct soiirce I~ccause of tlie discrel>aiicy betmeeii tlie list of 'üreeli' iiioiitlis 
iii I<yrlitfcitli's ~llonu(i1 niid tlie list in üiles' text of 13elle's I)a Te7»poruii~ RIL- 
iiooe.' I,il<c all wrileis s a i e  oiie \i.lio co1)ied froiii Ile<le, ßgrlitfertli c;~lle<i Llie 
R:l;ice<loiiian riioritlis 'Greel;.' I lc ,  too, g a r e  tlic naines of tlie Eiiglisli iiioiitlis 
accordirig t o  I3e<le, hiit, inore correctly t1i;iii tlie üiitlior of t l ~ e  C'ule>id«~i,ri~z ilngli- 
<l«iztriii, c:~,ll~<I tlieiii J!7igli.s~, tlie ~eriiac111:~r Forni of Ilede's Anql«rr~~)l. 

i\ii«tlier coni)~rrfirs mliicli 11:~s not  :ittr:rcte<l ivicle ntteiitioii niicl n.liicli I Iiope 
t o  clisciiss in <let:~il : ~ t  :L 1:~tcr (1:tte is piiblislic<l in P<:iroloqi~t .L<r/in« c s x i x ,  1273- 
1370. It \\z:~s tr:riiscribed by RZur:~tori frorn tlie MS. Aiii6i«,sir<nir.s 160 in ii7icc- 
11t>/ci I,citiit<i 1x1, 111..-209; cf. l<ri~scIi, Sli~rlic~ri zirr ~ ~ 1 ~ r i s f l ~ i ~ ~ l i - ~ i t ~ i t t c l r ~ l ~ t e i l i c l z e ~ ~  C!liro710- 
loyic (I,cil~zig, IRHO), 1i1). 200 ii. 'i'lie iii:biiuscrir~t \vas !\,ritten iii tlic iiintli ceiitiiry, 
~~rol);ilily :it 1loI)liio. 'i'licie is ie:~s«n:d>le certairity tli:~t I>nrt. of it w i ~ s  writteii iii 
tlic yeiir 78,%, ;in<! ;~iiotlrer 1j:irt iii tlie ycar 810. Soine of i t  np;~s copied froin :L con~- 
piltirs \\,ritlcii ~ L S  early :LS tlic sixtli ceiitury. 1x1 this work thc  lists of nioiitliSI \veri 
t;il<cii froiii Ilie Dc i'ciirqoririr, RoL%one." Tlie Ilel>re\v iiioritlis :Lre gireii nccortliiig 
io  Jlcile's :Lir:iiigeiiieiit, nsitli A'%scr71 tlie eqiii\~:~lciit of April. Tlie list «I 'Gi.eek' 
irioiitlis is cori.ectly I;il>clle<l RZacc~loiiinri, :~ii<1 tlie Roinnii eqiiiv:rleiits falloiie 
iiioiitli I>eliiircl I3ccle's list. lliit tlie coiril>iler cortl<l ensily Iiave iiiferrecl 'Macedo- 
rii:~ii' Eiom t.lie context of tlic I)e Tenaporz~nz Rntio7~0, aiid tlie order differs fiorri 
l'olciiriits Silviiis niid tlie I,ibcr Gloasnru?it as  wcll i ~ s  froiu Ilede. 

Iloiioriiis AiigiistotluiierisisS :~lso col~ie<l liis list of IIebrew, ICgyptinri, : L I I ~  

L g . :  ?vl:~rcl>, \Titl~ln~vga <I! 131.v; I<~l~v:ird, l<ing oi J<t~gl:tr~d; Ilgcy, 131rgiv~~, (J\ICC~, tct sl>nitsl>t:ry. 
Ji~ix:. 13a<lliiiig;i oi \Tiiiclirstcr; Jitlg, S,ritliui, oi \i'iii<:ii<>st<w; GrixiI>:ilrl oi \Yiiicl,<,strr; lCilg:ir I<ii,,q 
uf ISiiglzi~i<l; Ke~i<,liii oi (iloii<:r.st<~i.; (:l,ristiiiii <if \Vii~cl,rstci.; :iilgi~st, 13tIi<:l~\rilil rif \\'iii<:liest.rr; 
I)~<:ci~il><~.i., Ili~iliiis, \ ~ l i r >  :issisic<l i n  foiiiiiiiiig \i'ii~<:licst.rc~. Tlir e;irly s:iicils of Ely ;ire iill iiitliie<l: 

I$riiictiil<ln (I'abl.<iiii:i.), 1~11i~~1iIi.<:~lzi (.liiiie). Scsliir~~ii (diilJ.). 'i'licsa liitter wrre  Iilso i n  Ilcde's 
Jlii~l~iri>li>g!i. 

9 S. .I. ('i.:i,vr,,l.<I, Ilgi.li!li,i.lh'* ,i/<r,>,i<i/ (1% J<. T. S ,  ~.~,ii<~,>,,, IDYD) 7, 2%-26. 
3 I'.l..,<~XX1X, l!lli:l. 
' (1111i.1. <,;,iil<iiii,c iii<liciili.s t1i:ct Il~<l<:'s ,i.<ii.I< w;is I i i i i i o n  iiiilg to tlic co~iijiil,~l- alio s-rote i n  Liir 

,. , . . , , .<:I , ,  
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3 @ Tl10 1se)zl~eirn Altar The Isenheim Altar 

l>ionths fronr Bede. Si~ice all tliese \~orl<s are to be fouiid in available edi- The Isenheim altar is mediaeval in manner in its combinat 
oils, i t  is ulinecessary to reprodiice tlie iiaiiies of tlie iiionths according to the wood-carving, ünd specifically German in tradition in possessii 
ithors melltioiie~~. ~ l t l i o ~ ~ g l ~  tliis list of n-orks writteii in the early Middle Ages movable wiiigs. Wheii these wings were closed, as was the ca 
liich contaiil tlle norl-Ro~n;rii iiaines of tlie nionths iuay not be exhaustive, it is regularly during Lent, the large central expaiise, formed by t 
early so. when me consider tlie large numher of corn~~ui~i compiled during those was covered by tlre CruciGxion scene, while on stntionary panels 
irlturies, most of tllem I>ased on tlie Ue 'I'ewi.por~~?n Raiiorlc, we inay be surprise<f left, St  Antliony, the patroii saint of the Iseiilieim monastery, and 
L tlie slnall liuniI~er of citatioiis. Tlie Old English versifier of tlie DG Te7nporum St Sebastiaii [Plüte V A]. RTheii the =rings were opene 
;(;tionc cslldidly explaiiied tlie oiiiissioii from liis work of tlie nsmes of tlie sombri Crucifixion gave ~vay  to brigliler scenes: on 
iolltlls, arid liis reasoii may apply to inaiiy other mediaeval coinputistic works: tion, in tlie ceiitre, thc Incarnation, and on the r 
\T7eel<s and nioiitlrs s~re knon-11 to meii accortliiig to tlieir undeistandiiig of tliem, [I'late V 131. Wbeii tlie second pair of ~viiigs was opened, a sh 
iid thougli we slioul(1 describe tlicin accordiiig to booltisii meaiiing, it will seem i\ntlioiiy, carvecl iii wood, seated in tlie centre, flilnlsed 
o irnlearned incii too cleep an(l iiiicoiiiriioii." of St  Augiistine and St  Jerome, while iii paintings on tlie 

portrayed the temptation of St  Anthony und liis visit to St  Paul [Plates X a 
O B E ~ L ~ I T  Cor,r.isüi:. XI]. Tliis third view, predominantly concerned ivitli St 

exposed oii days %hich celebrated his memory. i'lie pr 

TZIE ISENIXE1.M A1,TAIC portion of tlie altar, on wliicli is portrayed the scene of mouriiing over 
Christ, could also be opened to rcveal carved 

1 % ~  .?il'i'IIIJR I IUI lKl l~ i l l r~  right and left of tlie bust of Christ resting in 

r r r~ I~siilieirn itltiii~ coiiiiii:~iids attentioii 011 t\v» itc~oiiiits. Its iiilie l)i~ir~ted 
sequence of tliese tliree different vienrs, wliicli 

tlre mi~iii ~vorl: of i\4a,t.t,hins (Irüiiewald, are commoiily considered the 
tlie wings, was carefully csleulated to move tlie spectat 

inost imposiiig siirglc iiioiiuiiient of Gcrinaii ~~aiiitiiig. Tlie altar itself represeiits 
first, tlie despairiug sorrow of tlie Crucifixioii; tlien, the radiitiit joy an 

olle of the largest coiriiiiissioiis ever eiitrtisted t« a Gerinaii or aliy otlier Nortbern 
ecstasy of Aiinuiiciation, Incarnation and Resurrection; nnd finally, aft 

artist. It surpasses in fiize 1)y f;ir the Glieiit ;tlLar of the Tran Eycks or aiiy of the 
t~vo emotioiial extremes, tlie cnlru of firm ieality iii the p1;istic fignre 

execute<i by 1)iircr. Orily Michitel P;iclier's worl; at St  Wolfgaiig migbt 
I>omibly bc coiiipnrecl n,it.li i t  iii rcspect to iiiagriitude and splendor, but eveii Grünewalcl's iiinstery of composition is niaiiifest in the arrangement 
tllis m a ~ t e r ~ ~ i c c e  is less i~ii~~rcssive in tirtistic comliosition arid grandiose elTect, first series of j)iiiiitirigs [lPI:rteV2t]. B s  tlie iiiiiiii r~ic 
despike the fnct tliat it 1i:rs becii prescrved iiitact in tlie place of religious worshi~ 'I'lie tliree otlicr pictiires appear orily as parts of tlie 
for whicli it was origiiinlly coiistiiiote<l. 'I'lie Iscrilicim alt;~i. lias sutfered a iiiiich or<liiiitte~l to tlie ceiitral ])aiiel iii line, rliytlini aiid 
Ilnrsller fate. I t  was onl<+rctl f«r tiie nioiiastery cliurcii of St  Aiitlioiiy in Iseiiheirn, Iioo<led 1ic:td of 8l:try in tlie predell;~, tlie cuive wliicli 

ncar Colmar iii Alsircc, I>y tlie itbbot Giiido Gnei,si, aiid its pniiitiiigs werc ]Ire- 
figiire of BIngdalerie :tiid rises ovcr tlie liea(1 of tlie apostle John is continued to 

sumably completed by Grüiiewnl~l scvcral yei~rs hcfoir the ahbot's deatli in 1516. iiicliide iliitliony oii tlie left paiiel. A niore geiitle curve riins from the head of 
During tlie ~cigti of Le11.»r folloviiig t.lie Preiitli revolutioii, tlie altar was CWC- Rfai.~ iii tlie Crircifixion, beyoiid Mr~gdalene, along the feet of Christ, wliicli are 
lessly dismeinbercd iii onler to s;Lse it Eroin destructioii. Subscqueiitly i~lmost turiied iii tliis sniiie directioii, past tlie lanib, to join the line inade l>y tlie arched 

of tbe siiper-striictiire ainl soiiie of t.lie sciilptiirc<I figuirs, 1<'1>icli liad beeii broken 
hclc of Jolin oii tlie predella. Tlie extencled left arm oE Sebastiaii on tbe riglit 

oti, were lost, stolcii, or destro,ye~l. Fortiinatcly, eveii tlioiigh tIie altar has nevcr nrl prepares for tlie promiiiently pointing arm of Jolin the Baptist. Tlie line 

been reconstriicte(1, niost of tlie figiires ;tiid nll of Griiiiewald's l>aiiitiiigs liave St Jolin's arm ainl fiiiger points past tlie drooping face of Christ to  run directly 
been preservcd. Sliese are todny assciribled for (lisplay in the Unterliiiden ilg His riglit arm. The uplifted arms aiid clasped liüiids of Magdaieiie are re- 

Museum of Colmar, wlicrc tliey Eitirly o\~erwhelin tlie visitor ivitli tlieir iinagiiia- nted in thc gcsture of Mary. 7'lie folds of thc mantlcs of tlie two saiiits on the 

tive boldiiess, criiotioiiirl ponrcr, l>rillia.~it, variety of color, aiid sheer magnificence 'ngs fall down iii almost straight lines a t  tlie sides adjoiiiing the altar t o  make 

oI desigii aiid exccutioii. 'l'hcsc iiiiie paiiitiiigs froni the Iseiilieiii~ altar form tlie ~)arallels witli tlie fiaine of the central panel. 
most compirlieiisioc ;ii1<1 ic~>rcsciii,;~tivc \ ~ o r k  of Mattliiirs Grünewald, aiid clearly Calors, like liiies, follom aii artistic systcni n~liicli ilpplies to tlie eiitire com- 

establish liis clairri to r,iiil< \Tilli I>iirei iiiid X-1oll)ciii 21s oiie of tlie rnost iiii~>ortaiit sition. 'ilie colors Incbiiig or subdiied in tlie CruciLixioii are suppliert or rein- 

Germim innstcrs of rr l l  tiiilc. ,ced hy tliosc in tlie predcllir aiid tlie stntioiiary paiiels. Tlie mn~itles of tlie 
sflints 011 the wirigs coinplcnieiit tlic color sclleme of tbe rn;rin p;~iiiting. Tlie warm 

1 IJop,,r,ri i i .c<il iscs nii S~i,.iii.<. ii:ritl,,,, ii,irinil ,!,L d!ji ir i ir .  A Q , ~ ,  rilii.ed by Tliorulis Wrigiit, 11. 0 .  1 . . red of tlic ~.ol>e of tlie apostle Johii is takeii iip aiid inteiisified in the bright car- 


