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Charlenagne s wie of the oath

e iuramentis ut frustra non fiant of non aliter nisi sewioribus ad utilitatem regiam
el mnicmigie qal suam inslitiam grerdt. There is no mention of the oath of fidelity
to the king, which is naturally regarded as lawful. Halphen discusses the
rule laid down in 8os, op. cit., 202,

~
[

On this point see the ex nc‘Pm! Jpprmwh of Fustel de Coulanges, op. cit.,

255 and Brunner-von Schwerin, op. cit., 11, 2nd (dﬂ pp. 77 and 8z2. 1 an

the s ub%cct of this study as a mpic for research in my seminar on medieval
-8 Ami 194950, Mlle M. van

history at the University of Ghent in 194
Winter, ‘candidar en ph!lusn; shie et lettres”, MM, W, Roels and R, van
Cacnegem, ‘licenciés en p hilnmphic et lettres’ :md M. AL H. Bredero all
taok an active share in the work, When this article was already in the press,
M. Rocls drew my attention 1o a legal record which proves that the oath

of $oz was actually administered: it is a notice of a Bavarian judgment,
dated 14 August 8oz, mentioning witnesses who were cited and heard per
sacramentnn fidelitatis qren dormng Karolo IRAGHO f//f/w{ 1tori /'/).m fraesente anio
mravermnt (V. Bicterand, [Die Traditionen des Flochstifts Freising, v, Munich
1905, no. 186, pp. 178-9).

11. T'he use of the ‘\w:‘é@:‘é:m
word in Charlemagne
administration’

s koown that the use of the written word for administrative pur-
poses survived, in at }c;m' some parts of the territory ruled by the

Firankish monarch, as a debased legacy from the Later Hmpire. In the
formulary of Mare uli, M ich was J)mp;tud in the Paris region during the
fiest half of the seventh century, documents used in administrative practice
are given some prominence.! If we turn to the Lex Ribmaria, we find that
it contains provisions which mention a cancellaring, who seems to have
been a scribe attached ro the county court and qualified to draw up
charters. Some of these provisions may belong to the oldest part of the
text, in which case they date from the second guarter of the seventh cen-
tury; they show traces of borrowings from the Burgundian law, and
through this intermediary from Roman institutions.? [t is by no means
established, however, that the ‘chancellor” of the Lex Ribuaria was called
on to write documents which formed pare of an administrative routine,
After the middle of the seventh century there is nothing further, or at all
events nothing of which we can be certain® rom that time onward, the
only use for written records seems to have been 1o furnish proof of indi-
vidual rights, or to assist in such proof,

So far s we can judge from the sources, the use of the written wored for
administrative purposes started to revive under Pippin L though only
to o very modest extent. His rare capirularies deal chietly with church

affairs, and administrative documents do not enter the picture. With one
vxa‘c;s{% . b 768, when Pippin sent his commissioners into a subdued
aine, he armed them with a memorandum of their basic instructions,

'm'amzit'mi during an assembly; this was a summary of the measures

they were expected to implement, some being of permanernt application,
In almose

rs no o doubt related o issues of current imporiand

case, the purpose of the mes

orh
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1he wse of the written word in ( arleptagne’s adminisiration

vention in support of religion, the royal power and the rights of com-
muriities and s uh}u:tc 4 A new form of administrative document had made
its appearance, the document shortly to be known as a capitilare wissorsm.

When we come to the reign of Charlemagne we find a change in the
situation. The number of sources to enlighten us about administrative
records becomes more plentiful; and although more numerous for the
period afrer the imperial coronation, they are spread over the entire
reign. This abundance of documentation is novel and revealing.

Whatever the field, Charlemagne attached great importance to setting
things down in wriring. We find an increase in the documents designed to
furnish or facilitate proof of individual rights. Existing legal provisions
regarding both Church® and state were grouped together and published,
and new ones promulgated; in the period immediately following the
imperial coronation there was even an attempt, admittedly abortive, to
cominit to writing all the national laws currently in force within the
realm and to make judges adhere to the written rext of the laws.® In
judicial matters we find an unmistakeable preference for written evidence.”
The same prevccupation shows itself in procedure: a new rule, first Jaid
down by a capitulary of 794 and repeated inseveral subsequent capitularies,
prescribed that parties or witnesses directed by civil or ecclesiastical
authorities to appear before the royal court at the Palace should go
armed with a document prepared for the occasion.?

The foregoing facts have been mentioned as a necessary introduction to
the business of this present article, which is to examine the use of the
written word for administrative purposes. They are important as an aid
to placing the measures raken by Charlemagne in this field within their
general context,

W

A

73

should starc by examining the documents which r)rigimf;ed in the
Palace. They fall into several groups, the first consisting of c’{uwmcnrq
drawn up for the use of the monarch. We know that two acts of ;rw u
political importance were recorded in writing, One was Tassilo I1P

S(;I“k'nz‘e and final renunciation of IH his rights over Bavaria, madc
: mi«fm in 794 and recorded in a document made in as many as
P The other was Char :cmfigm, s disposition of the succession,
Thionville in 806 and recorded in a solemn ustrumentum
ticular care, 2 Cf‘py of which was even sent to Rome to
receive the pope’s subscription.'® This Divisio Regnorum may have been the
first Carclingian arrangement for the suc

sion ever recorded in writing,
Another type of document mf:}mwﬁ for the use of the monarch was the

written

genda listing questions for deliberation with the lay and ecclesi-
gnates at the general assembly, Whether such documents were
regulurly produced s not known; the

astical ma

amiples we have relate o the

assemblies of 808 and %11.% There may have been occasions when one or

126
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two important people were given copies of the agenda in advance of the
meeting.!

Sometimes the points discussed at the assembly and the decisions maken

were recorded atrerwards ina minute. A few such minutes have survived,

all dating from the period afier Charlemagne }'wr:nna tfmpc:;*z‘uz“
apparently used as the basis for drafting instructions o
framing capiralaries more general in scope ™

In a sccond group we can place documenis sent out from the Palace,
vii dominici.
What these ‘ittnerant commissioners’ frequently received was a wemn-

first and foremost those connected with the activivies of the

randiuy containing instructions to themselves and anote of the communica-
tions rhey were to make to the agents of power and inhabitants in the
localities, communicarions concerned in some cases with permanent
orders of general application and in others with matters of immediate
interest; action on the orders they brought with them was usually lefr to
the wise 1o nitiare. We have here the development of w document firse
et with under Pippin T, the capitalare missoran. Three such survive
from the period ‘ndurn, rhc impe ‘(l coronation, and perhaps seventeen
from the period after i€, Some of these capitnluria misiornm were drawn

up for the use of wissi ad hoe, for example the missi sent on a special mission
to Aquitaine in 78¢ a nd the wissd made responsible in 807 and 808 for
mobilising the army in a particular region ' others were prepared for
missi on regular tours r‘rf inspection, who when appropriate received a
copy which included arcicles relariag specitically to o particular group of
counties they were visiting!” With the exception of the great capitulare
missorum of 8oz, which embadies a religious and political programme
promulgated &ftu Charlemagne had assumed the imperial ritde,™ these
texts show a great cconomy in drafting, some of the articles even taking
the torm of headings or allusions. ™

Another administrative document carcied by mwisid was the fractoria,
an authorisation to requisition transport, lodgings and provisions.?0

Along with the capitularia missorun we should notice the analogous
document sometimes issued to bishops, abbots and counts - by no means
all of whom acted as wissi dominici— on their dcpmmv‘- for home ar the con-

clusion of a general assembly i tisted the measures, chic %%y administrative,
to be notified o local populations and implemented. This written memo-
randum was clearly a reinforcement o instructions given orally. We
have the text of one of these documents, dating probably from gog .
Written instructions might also be \xmd to ambassadors sent on

ernbassies ;sht"cwi. Two sets have survived, both relating o mi

VI s;g'wviﬁec the exact words the ambassadors were to

v oof atetter addressed o the ambassador, who

. . B i 4 M1 3
§ Person, name Aniiert s

have been concerned so far with adminisirtive documents i




e nse of the written word in Charlemagnd’s adminisivation

by the Palace and handed directly to agents of the royal autl wority. But
there were also those the Palace despatched to various parts of the country,
some of which were what we would describe as circulars. The earliest
surviving circular, sent out between 779 and 781, was addressed to the
secular agents of royal authority in lealy, to remind them of cerrain

general principles of government and to order the enforcement in Traly of

Hqu ations laid dmvn in the capitulary of Herstal ® Another circular,
;anmc! between 25 December 792 and 7 April 793 and sent probably to
all bishops, abbots and counts, instructs the clergy, counts, and royal

\"ﬁ.‘\i.*mi in the pious exercises and almsgiving appropriate to rimes of

famine or political crisis. Circulars with a similar theme were also sent
out in o7 we have Hw copy addressed to bishop Gerbald of Licge —and
i'ra'"rh'i;m again in 8102 Also to be classed as circulars are the celebratred
E: m;mm de Jitteris colendis, issued between 789 and 800 to bishops and abbors
enlisting them in a campaign for education—we have the copy addressed
to Abbx it Baugulf of Fulda——and the Fipisiola generalis of 786801, ordering
the clergy to use the homiliary composed by Paul the Deacon.® Finally,
there is the Capitnlare de villis, issued between 770 and 8oo to administrators
of fsci, tnan attempt to ‘bring a modicum of order into the by now defec-
tive management” of the royal domains.

Another type of dacument sent out directly from the Palace was the
written mobilisation order, when it was not transmitted through the
int’c*x’xm‘di'u'y of @ passus #7 This order, addressed in any case to counts and
1o b hnp\ and abbots whose churches enjoyed mmmmty, would specify
the place and time for the army to assemble and might also include details
about the type of fighting men, equipment and war material required.
We know of one such mobilisation order, dated 806 and addressed to
Abbot Fulrad of St Quentin 2

T hc: Palace also des spatched administrative documents direct to indi-
viduals, Comparable with our modern despatches, they dealt with some
particular affair or class of afairs,® usually issuing some directive; rthey
are often called by the traditional name, indiculum.

We hear of two further types of administrative document sent directl ly
from the Palace. There is the w;“ﬂ: which can broadly be described as

i divectives issued by Char L::m&gyn(’ o his ‘mma who ruled aurono-
5. Instructions of this kind must have been drawn up for
s king of Aquitaine, though no tr

¢ of them has sur-
ed. But we have a capitulaty prormulgated by Pippin as king of Iral v
ich was based on written instructions ( (sceda) from his m.< r, and 4%;1)

3

a detter from Charlemagne ro his son in which he refers, anfer alin, to the
it 'h:z% ti;fz C;mitul;z:“\r of 803 js an obligat my acle ?uum tos all the national
is exemphified by the ser of instructions
emperor to the f*etm’z i of the five reforming councils
sting the chief matters requiring discussion

{amraniti

7

iwiu S

1w nise of ihe written word in CCharle adpiinictration

The various administrative documents so far discussed have one thing
in common: they all issued from the Palace. The documents we now turn
to were issucd cither by the fitinerant commissioners” sent out by the king

(or emperot), or by avents of royval (or imperial) authoriry in the localities.
L s 2 ) R \ 7 J

On occasion the wis? scem to have used the written word in their
dealings with the inhabitanis of their wissazicom, or with the royal agents
it was their duty to inspect. The documents of this nivure which have
survived all dwe from the imperial period. One of them, comprising
thir
sent out in the spring of 8o2 to communicate to the people; it may well be

e oarticles

, contains directives which the emperor ordeved the wivsd
that this is the Lavin summary torm of their adiwmmtiatio, the announcement
the i were vequired to minke (o the tree men avtending eheir placitnm 5
We also have examples of written instructions sent or handed o counts
by wirsi - all well-known personages —on ordinary tours of inspection,
as a guide to the performance of their duties. In one of them it is M‘rcﬁscd
that the written directive s merely o summary, complementing their

oral instructions; counts in doubt over its meaning should  seek

§§
enlighrenment from the wissd by sending them a depury capable of under-
standing their explanation® We also have rhe text of a speech in the
exhortatory vein composed by a wies, doubtless an ceclesiastic and pro-
bably an lealian, for the « edification of the clergy, royal agents and in-
habivants of his wissalicim
I could happen that wisi were doubiful over the meaning of instruc.
tions they had received from the Palace, or about the measures they should
tike, and we know char some sought o resolve their ditliculty by
writing to the Palace for further instructions. To one such request a
missing veceived asomewhat impatient response (still exeant), displaying a
very clear disposition to leave him to shoulder his own responsibilities.®
We are mm.h less well informed about the use made by counts of the
written word in rhe administration of their counties; it can only have
been an a very restricted scale. We have a formula for an dndienium de
comite ad ricarinm *® but ir is hard ro believe counts ofren made use of it
. We
lenow that during the imperial period a count might be called on to
supply a written report to the wisd on some specific matter, for example
acts of rebellion® And thar s alll Cereain texts sugeest, however, that in
raly the counts made o more extensive and systematic use of written

tor remind subordinates of basic rules for the exercise of their oflic

documents ™ which should not surprise us.

A group of adminmstranve documents comprising reports and returns
addressed to the king or emperor merits particalar attention, ?'Sw work

of compiling them often fell 1o the wivd, and we hiear of them performing

this task from quite early in the reign. One such reporr still extant w
]
i

rawn up in 780 by Vernarius, one of the

€ i

ppointed a d Do to investi-

1

the church of

gate alleged encroachments on properties belon
Lo £ b



The use of the written word in Chariemagne’s administration

Marseitles: it is a lengthy and muddled document, showing no sign that
it was u»npmd to any standard pattern.®9
Particularly imporrant are the reports the king commanded from every

part of the 'rankish and Lomb ard kingdoms on the administration of

rhie vath of fidelity he imposed on all his subjects

in 793. The basic docu-

ment we learn from the capitulary pramulgated on the oceasion, was a
list drawn up by the count, centena by centena, i Vi ing the names of H who
had taken the oath and (ii%t inguishing natives of rhe pag gits from those who
had come as vassals from elsewhere: defaulrers m‘i to be listed under a
separate heading, Having compiled their list, the counts were ro hand it
over to the wiss/ who would deliver it to the P:i!;i(‘c, but not before they

1%

had added their own return, giving the names of all persons from whom
they themselves had raken rhc cmh hands between hands, and a numerical
statement, based on the count’s hsts, of the total number of oath-takers in
their wiviationn 20 I will be appreciated that the actual execution of such
an order may well have fallen far short of what was intended.

Atter Charlemagne’s accession to the empire we hear of more and more
details to be reported by wmissi at the end of their rours, although we
cannot always be sure whether the headings ave for a general report® or
for one of more limited scope. In any case, the wisy were required
report i writing to the emperor all public pmn()Lx.nc;(:nmnrs they made in
the course of their tours (breves de adnuntiations), and they were reminded
of their dury (o inform him of their interventions and decisions (de opere)1?
They had to report serious professional misdemeanours by counts,
they had to submit lists of important personages, lay or clerical, who
from the /)/m‘im ///z‘rwrm//,"" they had to send in the
names of any scabial, advocati or ‘notaries’ they themselves had appointed.#
,Z‘z'*y are told to report, county by county, on the upkeep of benefices
held from the king or fmm other lords within their mwisiaticum, andata later
date to submit a full Tist of all such benefices with a descriptio of each,
derailing the state of upkeep, encroachments on the king’s rights, and
hc* numbers of vassals living casazi on lands which formed part of the
benetice.® On yer another oceasion they are asked for a full list of non-
autochthonous elements in the population®” Lastly, when a capitulary
was promulgated as an addition ro one or all the national laws, the wissi
had to suj

:zbscmc’:i themselves

ervise the subscription of a cop ; by the counts, subordinate

ofhicials and wabini, and presumably convey the copy back to the Palace ¥

The Palace also rece
tion of the royal domains. In 787 we find Charlemagne demanding descrip-

H

°d reports and returns relating to the administra-

tions - we can, | think, call them f'wyiypt’\;{'?w ~of all the Iralian qummw
,

veen. This 1s a text wl mi
cally

., his deceased g

wad assigned o Hildegar

i
i
i
i

ands in the Tralian g»c;’;;r&;z;im but the

> 18 nothing sz;w

an i the preoccupation which inspired 169 In any case, we also Em-\e

the Capitnlare de villis, which is quite general in its :1;}@%%6;‘;1%(m“" and

P30
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demands from the drdices, or cliel adminisiratars of the S/, o multiplicity
of reports and returns, The annual returns to be compiled and sent to the
Palace were s follows: a statement of the product derived from cultiva-
tion (luboraziy, sabmitted before the money raised from 0 (wreentnm de
nostro laboraliy was pasd in on the day appointed, which was Palm Sunday
a statement of the commaodities available for consumption during Lent,
afrer the court’s allocation had been subtracted; three SEPATLLC TETUrng
of the tot wl ‘ oduction of the fiens, the [ir*‘f showing evervithing allocared
"\

tothe king's service or the army, or stillin hand for some special purpose,

;
&y
the xumm% howing what had been dmuh ted to prebendaris,

set aside
for sowing and so forth, the third accounting for all the rw'g for example
v, to be submitred each Christimas,

everything sold; and a general surve

o
("7
showing praduction, revenues of various kinds, and the resources of the

Jrsens i human and marerial cquipment and reserves, all set out under the

appropriare headings A Te s well o Bear in mind that we are dealis ng here
with instructions; how far they were carried out may
matter.

Purther orders on estate management were issued after Charlemagne’s

wive been anorher

accession to the compire. Between 8oz and 813 he demanded returns, to
be sent to the Palace, of the woaol and tlax tssued to women who worked in
the gynaccaea oo the royal domains, and a statement of the m!m!m of
gxn‘rm‘f‘xrs woven St In 8o e wanred deseriptiones noc only of benefices
held from the Crown bur also of all royal domains rnor granted out in
benefice: and to give him a clearer picture of the imperial properties, the
deseriptions had (o be made by wisarica ® The descriptions of the fiscs
of Annappes, Cysoing, Somain (France, Nord), Vitry (Pas-de-Calais)
and Triel (Seine-et-Oise), known to us from the Brevium exempla, were
possibly made in response to this command . ®

To the repores and returns dealing with the administration of the royal
domains we must add those demanded in respect of the landed properties
of great ecclesiastical establishments. We know that in 787 Charlemagne
ordered twa wicd - Abbot Tandrei of Jumicges and count Richard-to

compile an inventory of the possessions of St Wandritle. 'This is unlikel
Farthermore, the Brevinmw mzv}z/ﬁ//z? whic
for deseriptiones of ium s, contain not only

A4
¥
to have been an isolated case h

were intended as models

brevia for also some fragment cseriptions ot a different type
/

~of church gvi‘w;wri’ia;‘ (belong

ng to the ]'ﬁ‘hu} ric of Augsburg and the

abbey of Weissenburg); these dgm/u yions ol ,\‘;(mg?v owed their existence
; ¥

to the intervention of miss, When we think of the use

1
i

IS (\?U‘[)hfiﬁf&!‘c“%
made of church property, the interest of such documentition beeames

ey ey 0f
s’)p,im,ﬁlu

/Kii the ac ve documents so far discussed can be artributed to

iisi, local s, ov admindstearors of domains,

»are unable o connect with the
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ctivity of any known institation or agent. Who, for example, drew up
the list of Saxon hostages and their custodians, the gist of which has
come down to us? Was it compiled in the Y*ztl:zczz), or by some com-
rander in the field? We do not know, What we do know is that the
commendaticiae, the letters of recommendation which a priest who had
scrved one Pgenkirche had to present to his new master before being
accepted to serve another, were issued not by entative of public
authority but by the lord of the Figenkirche the priest was leaving : even

so, we are st dealing with a document which Charlemagne’s legislation
made obligatory 56

Jusi how administrative documents were produced is dithicult to establish.

As repards the documents which issued from the Palace {capitilaria
WESTOr I, a:irvuf::wf»;, despatches, instructions of various kinds), we are
campletely in the dark: there is nothing to indicate whuhfr or not they
were pzuduu’cd by what is conventionally known as the chancery.®?
Inall probability they were written, on orders from the monarch or one
of his advisers, either by a cleric serving in the Palace or by some young
man preparing himself for public or ecclesiastical office, one of the !)//m'i
palatint® “Thete seems to have been no regular wriring office with rthe
capacity to produce copies of the same document in reasonable quantity,
In 808, when Charlemagne issued a capitulary umc_c,mmp maobilisation
ina particular region, he ordered it to be made in four copies: one for the
wassi conveying the capitulary, one for the count involved, one for the
mrisii who would command the army once it had mobilised, and one for
the chancellor. Since the capitulary must have affected several counts,
we can only suppose that each was expected to take note of its contents,
if necessary making a copy, before passing it on; providing a copy for all
the counts affected was apparently beyond the resources of the Palace.
still in the later part of the reign, we hear that a document whose content
was to be notified to local officials and p()pul'u‘imm through the miss
could not be <;um*>¥i<?d to each group of commissioners: those who had a
copy were expected to pass the information on to the rest.5® With such
methods of transmission there was obviously plenty of scope for error,
Presumably, the ‘notary” who in all probability accompanied the wissd to
i to their written business in many cases made copies or notes of
documents for them, which could partly ac

ount for the great divergencies
in the manuscript tradition of cmrmir capitularies,

Documents purporting to be written by wisst or counts must in practice
have been the we
jﬁ"

Aalari ;ipm;‘ntf-d for the county and chary

rk of a notary whéjn they had one, or of some cleric
d into service for the occasion. Some places had a canceliarine or
sed with the drawing up of
deeds: where this was so, we can
60 1

e he would normally have attended
n the period afrer his acces

o5 the z‘;;ami;’s written business,
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empire, Charlemagne gave orders that bishops and abbors) as well as

counts, should cach have a notary#UiE a count had failed ro appoint one,

A
the wivsi had the cmperar’s nsiructions to appoint one %(*nad\m 02
i i

feas questionable whether this order was everywhere obeye

The use of the written word for administrat

I( ;'HH‘PM?»(‘\ SUDP&)?\'(‘,S [‘h(‘f

wistence of archives, since without them vecords cannor play their proper
role. Thar archives of a kind existed at the Palace is nor in doubt, We
know that two copies of Tassila’™s solemn renunciation of go4 were
destined for preservation at the Palices The samce is true of one ol the
copies of the mobilisation capirulary of 808, and of one text of the canons
issued by each of the five reforming councils of 815.% Frowas presumably
in the Paluce avchives thar Binhard, pri\v’;nt secretary to Louts the Pious, 88

found the letiers Charlemagne reccived from the mw ol Galicia and

Asrurias, and from dhe Trish Kings 5 This was the archivin palatii 70
seems (o have been pliced under the authoriy of the chanccllor, though
whether the deposit was o dependency of the “chapel” s 1mpaossible 1o

say " We know nothing of the way it was organised, nor even whether

the Dagvultus serinzaring, to whom Alcuin addressed a lereer, was attached
to the deposit® Iris kaown that wong with documents received the
archive also housed drafts of documents sent our, as was certainly the
case with some of the capitularics.” Bur we cannot rell i this was a general
rule, and if so, how far it was observed.

Diocuments concerning the royal domains and their administration,
when they were kepr, may have formed a separate deposit. A reference in
a capitulary from the m'\pcrml period sugeests that they went to, the
camera or chamberlain®s office;”" when a general superintendent of the
domains was appointed, he may perhaps have tiken charge of them.™

As for the counts, we know that in the imperial period, at least, they
were requested ro make a collection of the capitularies and other fastruc-
tions addressed or communicared ro them, which xaumdmw 10 mhm fa-
tions they received from their wic they were to read wnd reread ™ Tt s
doubtful wherher the counts” eallections canever have been very complete.

We must now consider what conclusions are to bhe drawn from the
forepoing exposition.
The fuller use of the written word to administer the Prankish realm

umiu Charlermagne stands in contrast with the modest role i played under

i

™y
i
onificance in the preceding reigns, th

imnistakeable

pin LH and ity insi
15

ip
signs of this fuller vse appear as early as the 7808 and j90s: it reflecrs
ASPIrRIIons mxa‘;n'eix a clearer view of things and a concern for order,
stability and system in state and sociery, goals characreristic of Charle-
nagne, which Hw written word could help to promores In

following the smperial

coronation we

mm\’w SIS o

vritten records, as 15 consistent with what “the e
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efforts, admittedly somewhat fruitless, to make his government more
efficient, and thus better equipped to combar a growing number of abuses.
These developments in the use of written records during the latter part
it the reign are no doubt also partly accounted for by rhe emperor’s
eia creasing mnbiiity lowever that may be, there seems to me no doubt
the use of the written word for administrative purposes was an act

ot f’”l C§
frwasa poiicy which continued to be applied, and with greater emphasis,
under Louis the Pious; in Frauscia Occidensalis it even continued under
arles the Bald., But thereafter, from the end of the ninth and in the
succeeding centuries, the use of 1:1'3@ written word to administer the states
produced by the dissolution of the Carolingian empire progressively
diminished, until it almost reached vanishing point. This is a fact so well

{

known that ic hardly needs to be recalled.

It must also be said that even under Charlemagne the written word was
nat fully exploited. It is highly characteristic, for example, that no trace
has survived of any diploma of appointment to important offices, for
example that of count,” although we know that such a diploma existed
in the sixth and early seventh centuries. Iurthermore, it scems certain
that many of the records ordered to be made were never in fact compiled,
or if they were, only in unsatisfactory fashion. One reason, of course, was
the dcfu iency of personnel, both in quality and quantity. This can be
illustrated by <-<>midcring two particular cases. I have alveady described
the returns demanded in connection with the oath-taking of 793: would
every county have had a scribe capable of compiling them, by censena
of vicaria, with the necessary clarity and precision ? That some returns were
compiled is not in doubt; we can be equally certain that others were
never produced, or if produced, that they left something to be desired.”
Again, what of the many returns demanded from the sudices who man: iged
the fisci 27 To compile them, these officials would have needed assistance
not only from scribes but also from expert accountants, Where were
such men to be found? As in the first instance, we need not doubt that
some veturns were made: but few can have met the rec quirements laid down,
and many probably never saw the light of day.

When these documents—reports, lists, returns and so on—arrived at
the Palace, were they all used, or indeed useable? The ms ' i
doubtedly that they were not, We find no trace at the Palace of the de-
partments needed to sort, study and classify documents of this kind.
Some of them were used, just a few were refl
important rexts preserved with especial

red to more than once-—
-are, or others whose survival
to chance ?mi the bulle must have piled up in a confused heap,

e completely. We have to set this mass of documents arriving

was due

ar the Palace beside m<f mass of business which had to be transacred there,

but could not be dealt with, or was handled ineflic
b

ralion
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these remarks apply oaly to the Prankish or fmperiad Palative; in the

deparements and archives of the Palasinm of Traly hetter order may well
have prevatled.

Fiflective use of written documents demands a minimum of intellecrual

training, At the period under discussion this was a very weak point,

; > Luiey. We have only to look ar the questions counts

£ M,Lx,lmc that the

particuls :
asked of the Palace,

and the replies which came back
| le

mental capaciry of borl sides was sevictly lmited, When a misons invited
a count to send a subordinate 1o receive inst ructions, e had to seress i
should be someone capable of understanding them.™ Liven the scribes—
and they were cleries—were not clear in their work, The report submitred
by the wicnus Vernarius in 780 would be incomprehensible it we did not
also have the report of o placiiinn o enlighten w80 We have only o look
at a few capicalavies— capitularic missoray: in particular —to realise just
h()\v Fauley and obscure they are in composition, even at the end of the
reign. Documents of this kind must have produced some dire confusions,

But when all is said, the fuller use made by Charlemagne-—and Louis
the Pious—of the written word in the administracion of their realm is a
fact of grear historical importance. For despite all the imperfections and
fFailings, it gave a powertul stimulus to the formation and development of
social and political cadres which have left a profound and distinctive

¥

mark on countries once part of the Carolingian empire.®

NOTES

# Charlemagne e Pusage de Pderit en maticre administrative’, e Moyen Age
LVIT (rg51), 125,

v MGH Formulae, orm. Marcalfi, i, 008 5,6, 8,71, 19, 23, 269, 37; on the date
and origing of the formulary [share the views of o Levillato, ‘e formulaire
de Marcull et ta critique moderne, Bibliwthéque de I Ficale des Chartes (vo23).
See also Vo Lo, Blimpil Joncicr of ba capitation periomelle cous le Bae-Vimpire of
al’épogue frangue (Paris, 1928), 83 11

Lexe Ribuarsa, T and Toxsviii, edo ROSohoy MGH Leger, v, pp. 24750, 267,
ceept ihe views of [ Boeyerle, “Volksreehtliche

e

As regards rhis rexe, |
Studien. v. Die Lese Ribnaria. vn. Dus Gescizbuch Ribuariens’, Zerschrift
schichte. Germanistische Abteilmmg (yg28 and

der Savigny-Siiftung fir Rechsoe

IEE R
5. Pormula no. 6 (which is a charier from the king designating someone bishop
31 itasy ot the s Marculfi- w collection <§,Hirtgi apj mrentiy from the

dolith century still thoroughly Meravingian (MGH Forwlae,

poorog); formbe no 3y (ibid sroyal commuand tooa count o rake

ACLIOT against a pagensis who Lroappear hefore the King’s court) of

1 Tyt P - IR T
the Tours eotfection - pe mmzu considered 1o dare fmm abour the middle

of the cighth contury is farpely o reproduction of Mareall 1 37, but has
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been given an intitnlatio which conforms to that of ippin I+ it would be
rash to assert that this formula reproduces a duunncm which actually
1, no. 181 the only articles dealing with judicial activities are
C.oix ;md X.

For a typieal passage sce the introductory section to the Admonizio generalis
of 78y (MGH Cap, 1, nos 22):in order to make whatever reforms are neces-
sary in the life and organisation of the Church, Charlemagne is sending
missi on a visitation of bishopries and abbeys; Furthermore, sed et aligua
capritula ex canonicis instilutionibus, quae mapis nobis necessaria videbaninr subimnsci-
7S,

have in mind manifestations of law-making such as the publication and
revision of the national laws, the promulgation of general regulations,
intended to be permanent, in apitularies of various types, and the promulga-
tmn mﬂm}j 0 Bos, of capitularia legibus addenda. On attempts to commit
w (with te \J‘m)n”) o weiting see Annales Lanreshamenses, oz (MG S8, 1);
,m!mrd, LK, xxix. For the udgg,g obligation o m})f‘}crv:: the written [A\v,
> Ann Lanresh., loc. f‘it',, and Capitulare missornm generale, 8oz, xxvi (MGH
Cap., 1, no. 33). In Taly, not surprisingly, the superiority of written over
customary law is a ted as early as 787 (MGH Cap., 1, no. 95, x); for the
date see C. de Clereq, La /e,;gz.f/a/m/i religiense frangne de Clovis & Charlemapne,
(Louvain, 1936), 1657
See tor example the Capitulare legibus additam (803), c. vii (MG Cap., 1,
no. 39) wad the reply to questions put by a missus, (802-14), ibid., no. 58,
¢ vik. On the implications of the attempt to institute a ‘chancellor” or ‘norary’
for each county, which at latest dates from 8o3, sce A. de Botiard, Maunel de
diplopatique [rangaise et pontificale, 1. 12acte privé (Paris, 1948), 129-30.
Synod of Frankfurt, 794, c. vi (MGH Cap., 1, no. 28)1 if, in a dispure lying
within his competence, a bishop is unable 1o secure the appearance or
submiission of the defendant either before himself or before the metropolitan,
taiie tandemr veniant accusatores cum accusalu cun /1'//0)"/' ¢ metropolitano, it sciamns
veritalem rei. ((z/)l/i//di’ﬂ missorum generale issued at Thionville, 8o5, ¢. viii
(ibid, noogq): if one of the parties to a suit is umvilling; either to acquiesce
in the judgnwnt or to make a charge of false judgment and wants to apply
to the Palace, then that party must produce the cequest and . . . e enstodia
e cupr ipsis Jitleris . ad palatium nostram remittantur. Capitulary issucd at
Aachen, ém’,‘, c. xiv (ibid., no. 61): oath-helpers are ordered . . . o fll{(Zfo//}
ant i ‘z/;.z ard /m/ajww venire. Bavarian synod held in 799 or Boo uf I
and presided over by Arn, archbis }mp of Salzburg, ¢ xxvi (ibid., no.
¢ as in the Frankfure capivulary, . ..o litteris commendatitiis
e enm shidear ad regem. A capitulary issued by Pippin HT (751-55)
s for similar cases (MGH Cap., 1, no. 13, ¢, vii: on the date sce De
e, Op. Tt PPL 1312, Emr F‘M;x( no

o of 1y ,m;xm! LG (MGH Cap, iy, no.

k.,

¢
1
i

AT Ty

dir

ntion of written documents.

). See below, n. 64.

c /qz Fitione ef feslamentum Juctum el inreinrando ab aptisictibiis
matum el constituliones

pacis conserrandae cansa faclae, alque
int ef Leant papae it his swe mapy subseri

Paaphardum misia. The text is printed MGH ¢ 1, N0, 45.
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808, N Capo, v, vow svy Tnanno oclare. Capilufa cum prinds

o conferendis.
Thirteen avticles iuHuw, in {]\c form of shaore headings (1. De Jatronibns et
Juribns, 2. e ]

ne. s headed De dterropations durni i eratoris de anio madecimo and ¢ i

i

steidims cre Y R, ibidl r nos T, 2 Ty nwo PIANUSCrIpLS

(RIS e /i

vuns as follows: [y primis separare o scapas, abbales et comites nostros

ef singnluriter itoc allogni. The three (:qmn‘,n ios are of the s characrer;

On the

stastical and the third s

the first s mixed, the seeand cecl
whaole topic see De Clereq, op. ety 210 11, 21319,

MG Cupo, v, ool 7o, xuiis Lefa conserretis sicul rabis decel s el i pobis coufido,
JHESSIONE pontifices, ef in quaninm ivestipare pessam pobis mitiere sen seribere non
dubito,

G beeliger s I‘»mlnhl / i"ight when e says (Die Kapiinlarien der Karolinger,
Munich, 1893, 71} that MGH Capo1, no. 63 minutes decisions taken during
anassembly held ar Aachen in 8og; nos 61 could bea capirnlare per se seribendum
conclusion of that ;m‘;vmhly, and no. 6z a memorandum

promulgated at the

forthe wirei whowere charged, amongst ather things, to sce that the measures
slay the
e hgu
es of the

assembly’s decisions, hut his view is ditficule to reconceile with o, i, viii and

decided an were execured. }«n the assembly of 810, no. 65 would 5
o

same role as o, 63 for that of §og and no, G4 the sume role as no. 6o
(op. cit., 823 thinks we should re

gard both nos, 65 and 6 as minut

wit of now Gu, which certainly loak like instractions 1o mived.

Articles which make this last duty plain are (o be found in a number of
aram of 8oy (;\1(‘” Cap., no.qo), ¢ i, v, xvii
sixy the capiinlare miscoram generale issucd at Thioaville, o5 (ibid., no. 44),
xiil, xixy the memaratorigp de exercitu preparaide of 807 (ibid., no. 48), c. ii;
the capitnla a misis cognita faciends of So3- 813 (ibid., no. 67), ¢ iv; the Bavarian
capitulare pidssorny of 802813 (ibid. no. Gy; ef. e Clereg, op, cir, 221),
Seeliger argues (op. city, 69 71) that several of these tesis should not be
classed as capitularia misioram, bt the passages st cited are already enough
toweaken his case,

capitularics s the capifuare miss

The documents I accept as capitnlaria missornn e as follows, all printed
MGH Cap,iinos 23, 24, 255 33, 34, 40, 43, 40, 40, 48, 40 (in part), so, 3,
Go, Gz, G, 66, 67, Gy, 83

ibid., nos 24, 44, 50.

The HM of instructions issucd to the wieg who were ¢ lespatehed throughout
the empire in the s ‘['»rimf of &0z has survived in copies nmda for the missatica
i Mans, and Orleans (MGHIC ap.v, no. 3. Certain ;zrti(:lc‘;s (xiiia,
a), notably those which apply to constal regions, 1

wvire only inthe
ded for the Pavis and Le Mans wivsalica,

IR ’fﬂ §{ i (;:m:lm( Fatin du régne de Charlemagne.
l",.f‘n‘/’r'h‘/ﬂ‘

ih Foenn -
Line decomposition’

4402, translated ?}L‘EH\[\,‘\’ (",!L T'{Hﬂ

NRvHE (1948),

x’;;mp?c; cafro mriv., Rez {see above o,

. .
1o perinria. ¢, viii. e

. N y I sixrid " N - / / o 7 PN
homicidia, ¢ <o Do ilic bominibns i o, besicficid Dbt divtvicta el alodes

COrI FesEanraling,

Fooowrs for us fro

¢, pr.o202); this

collection 1ot Louis the Prous

fntes froms

I Chose chiancery it was
L

compil are, the formuala agrees soowell with information
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20,

to be gleaned from some of Charlemagne’s capitularies (no. 32, xxvii;
no 40, v and xvitand no. 57 i), that T feel justified in using it here, cf. I, L.,
Ganshol, “la Tractoria’, Resne dbistoire du droit, vir (16)7/) 88~go. The
ittt of Formlae Marculfinae aevi carolivi no. zo (MG Formnlae, pp.
Y2i-z) h’lf, a Carolingian look to it, but for our prmcm purpose is of no

est, 5in almost word for word copy of Form. Marenifi, 1, xi.
T\‘i()f',{ (,u}; o Lonawsa: Capitnla quae volumns ut episcopi, abbales of comites qui
modo ad casan redennt per singnla loca eorum nota fuciant et chservare studeant, tam
tnfra eornm parochias et missaticos sew ministeria cornm comvicinantinm qui in

exercilu simul cunr equivoco nosiro perrexertnt. There follow six articles dealing
with aid 1o the needy, mobilisation, brigandage and the monastic life.
MGH Cap., 1, no. 111 (ambassadors sent with gifts for Pope Hadrian 1,
presumably 785); MGH Epist., 1v, pp. 1356 (mission to P()p(‘ Leo I, 796).
MGH Cap., v, no. 975 onthe date see De Clercey, op. cit,, 161

MGH Cap., 1, no. 215 on the date see T, L, Ganshof, Nmz: sur dcnx capitu-
laires non darés de Charlemagne’, Miscellanea 1. van der Fssen, 1 (Brusscels),
123-8; Merkel's formula no. 63 (MGH Formulae, p. 262) presumably repre-
seats written instructions given by a missns to a bishop, MGH Cap.,1,n0. 124
and note the allusion in no. 127,

MGH Cap., 1, no. 29, later in date than Admonitio generalis 1xxii (789 ibid.,
no. 22}, but p:‘i()r to Chatlemagne’s assumption of the imperial title, ibid., 1
no. 305 onthe date see Fo L. Ganshof, ‘La révision de la Bible par
Bibliothéque &I lamanisne et Renazssance, 1% (1947), 12. (p. 31 above).
MGH Cap., 1, no. 325 on the date see M, Bloch, ‘I Llorigine et la date du
Capitulare de Villis”, Revwe Historigue, cxiin (1923), from which the passage
in inverted commas is taken, ;md o L Ganshof, ‘Observations sur la
localisation du Capitulare de 17illis’, Le Moyen Age (1949), 203-4.

MGH Cap., 1, no. 54 (805-8), i, instructions in case of mobilisation: Uz
ammnes praeparali sint ad Dei servitinm et ad nostram utilitatem, quandoguidem
miiisns anl epistola nostra venerit, ut statim nobiscum venire Jaciatis.

MGH Cap., 1, no. 75, which Boretius dates 8o4-811; my reasons for assign-
ing it a more precise date will be justified elsewhere,

MGH Cap., 1, no. 122 (to Bishop Gerbald of Licge; De Clercq, t'ightly in my
opinion, dates it 8o1-810, ap, cit., 222~3). Cartae Senonicae no. 26 and Uormulae
Marculfinae acvi carolini no. 18 (MGH I ﬁrmm’m,; . 196, 121) are also relevant
even though they may be adaprations of earlier texts (i.e. Form. Marcalfi i
s. 37 and 29, ibid., pp. 67, 6o-1). Cartae Senonicae no. 18 (ibid., p. r93) is
definitely not taken f.mm a document issued by the palace.

MGH Cap, 1, no.94 (Pavia, 787-8; De Clereq, op. cit., 165-7)t Fncipit capitnla
de diversas institias secandum sceda domni Caroli, genitaris nostri, ibid, no. 103

£

“3

>

;/U(um )

s capitulary to which he alludes is that of 8o3, ibid., no. 39).
Council of Mainz, c. iv and vi, MGH Concilia 11, no. 36 Council of Tours,
ooy ibid, no. g8,

GH Cap., 1, nos sg; vwo acticles (5 and wi) are seill in the ¢

¥ ond person,

MGH Cap., 1, noo 85 (8oz-813; of. ﬁs’f Cleredg, o, cit, i
3 is H 5

/

7

iquid de omni illo e wd’m‘n + . quod vobis domni rostri ant s

tf"’/&lf?lt’f’s'lfs’!s’fﬁ';' mz, df«/fz/e‘/zs #ul e
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38,

39.

41,

42.
43

49.
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MGH Cap., 1, nos 121 (300 813).

Li(i Jrones 58 (802 Rigs of. De Clereq, op. ¢it., 222).

For f/,f,'///i(’ Salicae Merkeiianae, no. 51 (MG Formdae, 1. 2509 its date must he
750 Rw)‘
MGIEC /1/7

L nbreriale ///(/ ,/ff,m,"z} e [nesind of aut anteda, vi neceise Juerit, renrandate ant

s o 85,06 Devnde nt quiicnmque vobis rebelies unt inobedientes fuering

sobis ipsis comr jrnsimnl fuerin
See, tor example, Pippin of 1
cooviy and another promulgated by the same vuler wt an as wml)lv held in
Mantua between 8oz and 810 (ibid., no. 805 ondhe date see e Clereq, op. cit.,
238 1g), o i and b

FoHL Albands and UL Chevalicr, Gallia Christiana Novisiima 11 (
\,’;1](\;1(‘(,3, 1899), no. g, On this text see T Lo Gaashof, ‘Les
domaine de Udglise de Marseilte & 1a fin du VITe or au Ville
o}, 55 0.

s Decoy92-7 Apr. 79330 on the date see

taly’s capitalary of 7827 (MG Cap,v, no.gr)

irseitles-
)

itars d’un

e’ Ntwdi i

S1CC
onore di Ciing l‘f;-.\u!fu, 1 (Milan, 195
MGH Capo, 1, nos s, 1,00, 1, v (2
Ganshof, ‘Note sur deux capitularics’ 12832,
That the misi of spring 8oz submitied a gencral written report seems certain
MGH Cap., 1, nos s, xl
MGH Cap., 1, no. 40 (8oz), sxv

GH Capo, v, noo 85 (Boz-813), Vi seialis cordiisime quod grandem exinde contra
ros rationen habebinins (the wivd, addressing themselves vo the counts of their
arei). ‘
MG Cap, v, no. 58 (Gmperial period), ¢ v ef qui fune renire conlempiering,
eornm nopind annotaia ad placitum sosirim generale nobis repracsentes (the emperor
addressing the misd).
MGH Cap., v, oo g0 (Bo3), i el cortim noming, quando reverst fuerint, secnm
seripla deferant.
MG Cap., 1, no. 49, v (which in my view bas no connection with the
preceding avticles; it must in any case be larer than the great capitulare mis-
sormm of spring 802 ibid,, no.g3) The article seis our the various headings
which should figuve in the reporis Ihido, 1, no. 8o, (811), ¢ v wl mised nostri
diligenter //1{//117‘(1/// et describere faciant mnisgnisqie i1 sin wissatico, giid unnsquisque
de /1#111*/1z‘/() habeat vel quot howines casatos i ipso beneficio. ¢. vic Onomado eadem
beneficia condricta sunt, aut guis de beneficio s alodem comparavit vel strnit, These
two articles form a group with the succeeding arricle, o vit, which applies
excpressis verbis only 1o henefices held of the king (sce below, m, 53).
MGH Cap., o, 6y (Boy 81y ), 1ve Deadventiciis il cnm missi nosivi ad placitnm
nostruyy venerint, habeant deseriplunm quanii adventicil sunf in eornm wissatico ef de

quo pago sl eorin seniores.
MOGH Cap., 1, no. 40 (803), xix (orders) and the note prese

red in Paris,
Ve capilnlare

fat. 4995, 7 19 v” (their execunion), documents conneeted
legibns addiinmr of 805 (NG { e” ¢
MGH Cap.,, o,
Hilde
breves ad nos ot add

MGH Cap

(A P A

De € an G,opL it 105y, e xive De rebus griae

fier breves of ipsae

7

pardae 1 i ul frant deseriptae

oo gz ofs dhe articles by 8L Bloch and 190 1. Ganshof cited

B




Fhe use of the writivn word in Charlemagne’s adpinistration

50.

i 8

140

oo xlive e guod reliquum fuerit nobis per brevess . . . innotescant. c. lv:
Voolumis i quicguid ad nostrum opus indices dedering vel servierint ant sequesiravering,

C. XXV

i mie breve conscribi faciant, of guicquid dispensaverint, in alio; et guod religuum
fuerit, nobis per brevem inpolescant. ¢ XUt .. omnia seposita, distincta ef ordinata
[m’ Nativitaters Domini nobis notum faciant, ut scive valeamns quid vel guaninm de
singislis rebus habeamns. My interpretation of these texts agrees with that of
M. Bloch, "La organizacién de los dominios reales carolingios y las teorias
de Dé}pcch , Aunario de historia del derecho espagol (1926).
MGH Cap., 1, no. 77 (8o2-813), xix: .. . ef perveniant ad cameram nostram per
raliones.
MGH Cap, 1, no. 8o (811), viis Uf won solum beneficia episcopornm, abbatum
abbatissarum atque comitum sive vassallornm nostroruns sed eliam nostri fisci descri-
bantnr, ut scive possimus quantan etiam de nostro in mninsquisque legatione habeans.
. Lesne, Histoire de la propriété ecclésiastigne en France, 11, 2 (Lille, 1920),
73 Loand 11 (1936), 3, thinks that the benefices of the lmhups, AMmm and
abbesses in question are their episcopatus ov abbatia.
MGH Cap., 1, no. 128, xxv L These texts date from the reign of Charlemagne
or Louis the Pious (probably at latest before 836-7); ¢f. Ganshof, ‘Ohserva-
tions sur deux capitulaires’, 204, n. 8. See P, Grierson, “The identity of the
unnamed fiscs in the Breviun excempla ad describendas res ecelesiasticas et fiscales’
Revwe Belge de Philologie er d’istoire, xvrir (1939), and J. Vanndrus, “Une
énigrme t‘(‘)pr‘)ﬂyl"ﬂi(illc: Treola’, Bulletin de la Commission royale de Toponymie
et de Dialectologie, x311 (1948).
Gesta Sanctorum Patram Fontanellensis Coenobii, xi, 3 (ed. F. Lohier and ]
Laporte, Rouen and Paris, 1936, p. 82). Breviwm exempla ¢ i 1. and ¢ x (L
cf. B Lesne, opeiton, 1 (Lille, 1922), 64 fl. and 1T (1936), 1--4.
List of hostages va L Cap., 1, no. 1155 commendatitiae: when Charlemagne
found himself nbl!pul to rupulznhc the status of the Eigenkirche he Apphul
to it an ancient rule of canon law which forbade the acceptance of a cleric
from one diocese !w another without commendatitive (sce, c.g. Admonitio
generalis of 789, M(; I Cap., 1, no. 2z, c. i), The texts which concern us here
are canon xxvii of the %ynnd of Frankfurt (ibid., no. 28) and for Laly c. viii
of Pippin’s capitul (ny of 8oz-§1o (ibid., no. 102; ¢f. de Clereq, op. cit., 218).
. Bus« aw, Flandbuch der Urkundenlebre fiir 1. )(’lf/fn/)/(lll(/ und Latien, 1, (znc edn,
Leipzig, 1912}, 381,
See the letter from Aleuin, MGH Epistolae, 1v, p. 282 (no. 171); of. 1L Lesne,
op. cit,, v, ‘Les Feoles de la fin du VIIIe siécle 4 la fin du X1le?, (Lille,
1540}, 39.
MGH Cap., 1, no. so, ¢, viil: Intine capitularii exemplaria guaiuor rolumis inf

seribantar: el wnnm habeant wiissi nostri, altersn comes in ciiius prinisieriis haec

Jacienda srnt, ut aliter non fuciant weque missus noster neqge comes nisi sicil a nobis

uﬂ/*z/mzs ardinatum est, leriinim habeant wiissi nostri um super eNErCE M HOSIFHI
i sunt, quarium habeat uzrim//mzf; 1§

constite

. Seeliger, op. cit., pp.
i, 00, 67, € Vi Ouicumgie isla m‘f’u’[ma habet, ad alins i
ca framspiittal qui non habeat, wl pulla exensatio de ignorantia fiar; ct.

Y. L, 23,

In Carolingian rexrs, where the exi

o o N A 0 r»m‘; . /»,‘ -
nice of a person drafting deeds fora

were is mention of a person employed

county is mentioned, as in rexts where

Gz,

63,

G 4.

63,
GG
G7.

68.

Phe ssse of the written word in Charlesnpne s wdminisiration

rodothe count’s writing for hin, Lihiak coneelle
! sare Bre

mious. o favonr of dis v
H H‘ mner and O ovan Schiwering, Deateche Rechtspeechichte, v (and edn,

daanved wolaring are synony-

lau, op. it 1, 2od edn, 592 3 and

Munich and Letprio, 19283 2y against, OO0 Redlich, D0e Privainrbunden
des Miticlalters (Munich and Berling vgi), 65, and AL de Botard, op. cir,
1,130 1.

Treclesiastioal cil yitu EH"' issucd at Thionville in gog, MG« \///‘A, I, . 43
larkenburg) ms. 130052 adds 1o the heading e notaries

Waolfenbirel ///f//x

Gt iy wlo wnt gl vel comes suniy nolarins habeat; the

firicofigs

fessons o be fearned from this macoseript sirike me as deserving serious
consideration,

Capitulare piissorim of ey (MGH Cafi v nosqo ot U miesd wostsi seabinios,

adivcalvs, notarioe per sinpnda loca elegant ef corin noaiive, quaidi revevst frerint

secuny scripta deferant. Fhe power of appointment here vested in the wissys

fooks 1o me bkea reserve power, That the count himscelt normally appointed
he ira S,
LSy

and edn, 592 0.2,

his ‘notary” or ‘chancellor” scems mplicd by a passage ¢ i1 of
Fiparchii, <umg‘nm;(} at the beginning of the nineh cenmry (MG
Merovs, 1ir, pos 53y, which is noted by Bresslau, op. cie,, 1, i
The county cancellaring is also mentioned e the reply 1o questions put by a
mrivars peinted NG u/? Ji, 00,58 ment of alost capitulary
preserved ‘\ns( gisus, i, 43 (!lnd‘) L 430), but these passages do not touch
on his administrative ru]c.
The county “chancellor” or ‘notary” lingered on in the Burgundian regions
and nearby southern Sw .KI\L\ much iunwu than elsewhere, perhaps an indica-
tion-though this is sheer hypothesis - <that Charlemagne’s plans met with
greater success in those parts.
Synod of Erankture, MGH Capo,v,nos 28 coiiiz Unde tres breves ese hoe capitulo
o tenore conseriptos fieri praceepil : wino i palatio retinenduns, alinm praefato
Tassiloni . .. dandun /u/ww rera in sacrl pulacii capella recondendune frevi inssii.
MG Cap., 1, noL 50, ¢ vi itz see above, s son AR Ry oL gramgnan of in
archivo palatii exemplaria illarnm ///u/mu///r.
MG Fopietatee, v, ppoovinand tos (Binhard’s levers, nos 4 and 12).
Finhard, K, xvi
See imw 1. G4,
See above, n,osg. Bresslau, opo cit, 1, 2nd edn, po 163, basing himself on
texts which relace to the carly pare of Louts the Pious’s umn disputes the
I (von) Sickel,

Acta regnm el smperatorin Karofinorm, v (Vienna, 1867), 9. But Bresslau's

4

iand inatrag

conncction between the archiram and the chapel postudared

argument assumes the existence of a chancery as aniastitution quite distinet
from the chapel, an assumption which seems und
work of TLOW. Mlewior, Peritse

b (i) and (L Pessior, “Orviginaus oo pscudo-originaux du

rmincd by rhe maore recent

neclfaria o Spehie iy Geschichie des

T
Aitrelalr:

clinrreier de e I Feole des Chartes, oy (4 1045 />)

s (Adcnin’s letiors, no, 73, 00 789 7060,

hore s direct mention i the capitulary of 808 ¢

capttulary (NTGEHE Cap 1, no. 26

[ 1 the o }%‘)&‘

shove, n, so The text ot the |

o othorwise can we

fritiat have buen iyw'gm’r‘;w\E

deratled references 1o its provisions in later stularies 2




Fhe sise of the written word in Charlemagne’s adwinisiration

There is record of draft copies (but not of e draft copies) in the reign of
Louis the Pious (Bresslau, op. cit, 1, 2nd edn. 163).

71. See above, n. g2,

7z. For example the umm Richard, 11//(17‘1‘///1 SHATUN ])70119/}7(’/}7, mentioned by
the Astronomer, Li/a H/zmunwz vi (MGH S8, 1, 610), who held office in

hard who

the reign of € h’iﬂﬂ“’!*”]L (794). This must smd/ be the count T
in 787 was ordered with th abbot of Jumiéges, ro make a ‘descreiption’ of the
landed possessions of 5t Waadrille (see above, n. 55).

73. MGH Cap., 1, no. 85 introduction, Nane antem admonemis vos ul capiinlaria
vestra relegaiis el guacqie vobis per verba commendata sun? recolatis ... c. vii:
Deinde ut istam epistolam et saepins legatis el bene salvam facialis, ut ipsa inter os ef
vos ia festimoninm sit, utrym sic factum habeatis sicut ibi seriptum est ant non habealis

74. A conclusion parallel to the one reached by Redlich, op. cit., 65, and A. de
Botiard, 11, 130, in the matter of Chatlemagne’s preference for written
docaments as instruments of proof,

75. There is no specimen diploma of appointment to a countship among the
Uormulae Lmperiales (sec above, n, 20), Numbers 13, 14, and 15 of the Formidae
Marenlfinae aevi carolini (MGH Formulae, 119-20), although relating to the

consccration of a bishop or the appointment of a count, merely reproduce

Merovingian formulae, with slight modifications, and do not come into the

Pi(,‘[i}l'(f.

76, For the lists required at the oath-taking see above, p. 130, Alist of 180 persons
who took the oath of fidelity in an Tralian county has come down to us
(MGH Cap., v, no. 181); if this list dates from the reign of Charlemagne,
which is not certain, the directions given in the capitulare missorum of 7923
have not been fr)”nwc 1.

77. See above, p.

78. See eg., MG Il ({//) o 1, NoL G4, ¢ 1y ibid., . xiiland no. 74, ¢ iv; no. 8o, c. ii.

79. Ibid., nas. 85 c.ivand 58, cf. 'mbovc* P.o129.

0. See ahuvc, n. 39.

81. The basic ideas developed in this article formed the subject of a paper read
to the Legal History Section of the Ninth International Congress of the
Historical Sciences held ar Paris in 1950, In the discussion which followed
helpful remarks, for which T am most grateful, were made by Professors
C. G. Mor, of the University of Modena, G. Tessier, of the Teole des Chartes,
and F. Vercauteren, of the University of Liége, who was in the chair.

IX. The im pact offméetim agne
on the institutions of the
Frankish realm”

nink the decisive influence of Charlemagne on the institu-
tions of the Prankish monarchy is well known, what is
miore ohscure and whar is here to be discussed i derail is

h

the manner in which Charlemagne wielded chis influence.!

This was done chietly through the capirularies which were decre
divided into articles (capiszuluny by which the Carolingian monarchs issued
legislative and administrarive provisions. Tradicionally called constitnrio,
decretum, edictum, ete., they were more recently known as capitila or
capitiare® Vrom rhe o pmx% wies through which Charlemagne exerted the
most influence on Prankish institutions, we have selected a few which
form an important group and which are extensive ordinances, generally
issucd at timnes of crisis, most often at the gatherings of a great assembly.
Though generally concerned with religious problems, they deal with
numerous other matters. Their object seems to have been twofold: on
the one hand, a correct enforcement of rraditional rules which had been
unfortunarely neglected; on the orher hand, adaptation of these rules to
new circumstances which often involved "Ah(* creation of new regulations,

Let us deal first with the capitulary of [Hersial, the oldest decree to
which the name of capitulare has been mp ted and which wag published
in 779, Its elaboration closed a period of very serious politieal crises: the

€S

disastrous expedition o Spain in 778, the violent Saxon revolt of the same
vear which saw the enemy at Deutz opposite Cologne, and rhe fear of an

5 repared in the

anti-Frankish uprising in Aquitaine and in Seprimania. Py
Par the l,x-:xi(we of Hlersial on the E?um* and pro-
mised fl

ni
{

assembly that pathe

mulgated by the king, this capirulary reorg: e mOst important
| e ceform® I dealt with

public institutions and introduced considers fh
as with administrarive :sm? imz‘%(‘%:a%

i” Hrers as

tved the funciioning of several institutions. Borh

purely cccles

subjects which i
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