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to spread. On the contrary, they remained confined to the area from
where Louis the Pious had ruled the empire. In that region, it may
have helped to enhance the legitimacy of the Carolingian dynasty and
served as a testimony of their rule. It is in alignment with earlier schol-
arship that the text appears to have been part of court-orientated his-
tory writing®?>. After all, the cultural centres that may have produced
textual witnesses did not really function as important sedes imperii in
themselves, but nearby palaces and villze in Compiegne and Quierzy
were places which “Louis tended to favour ... as locations for assem-
blies”??*. Furthermore, this region is quite similar to the area where
Charles the Bald spent most of his reign, and it is a distinct possibility
that the “court school”, a culturally vibrant place where not only texts
were copied, but also new texts may have been produced as a result of
the intellectual exchange at the court, was located in Compizgne?®.
As far as the manuscript evidence suggests, the ArF did not travel far
beyond the very core of the Frankish heartlands.

With civil war breaking out after the death of Louis the Pious,
there were now other writers who had arguably been commissioned
to write an official record, such as Nithard in his De dissensionibus
filiorum Hludowici Pii??. It seems the relevance of the ArF had
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