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the place of origin!®!. In the later published catalogue of Bernhard Bi-
schoff, it became clear that he also thought it was written in about the
second quarter of the ninth century in a west-French centre'®2, The
divergent opinions seem to be the result of the challenges posed by
the script. McKitterick has drawn attention to the peculiar script itself
as an intentional design that might suggest that this codex had a dis-
tinct agenda!®. This has further been expanded on by Reimitz, who
described the script as “archaising”, something Tischler had drawn
164 "and explained this suggests that the copyists
worked “either from a pre-existing exemplar or from a carefully elab-
orated outline”!%, The codex had been diligently crafted.

The Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana houses two witnesses of the
ArF. The first of these, Reg. lat. 2131, was used by Kurze in his edi-
tion as siglum B3'%”. The codex measures 205 x 150 mm with a text
block of roughly 165 x 115-120 mm and consists of 157 numbered
folia and a formerly unnumbered folium between fol. 151 and 152,
now numbered as fol. 151a. The number of lines differs per quire, and
even within quires, but the ArF, which start on fol. 151r and brings
the codex to a close on fol. 157v, is written mostly on 25 lines. The
text fragment of the ArF transmitted in this codex starts with the be-
ginning of the entry for 79118, From there, it continues up to and in-
cluding most of the entry for 806, before the text ends in mid-sentence
with the words gui dicitur Silli super ripam on fol. 157v1%%] leaving
about two-thirds of the folium empty. As Maximilian Diesenberger
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