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transmitted in Regino’s work actually became part of Kurze’s stemma
codicum of the ArF and was classified as B2 by Kurze. This, more-
over, is intriguing because Kurze’s B recension does not reach beyond
813, roughly when the exemplar of Ado, too, seems to have come to
an end. Although neither Ado nor Regino were writing their chroni-
cles in Priim, the link to the abbey deserves further investigation.

A special case is presented by the Annales Bertiniani. Hincmar,
archbishop of Reims (r. ¢. 848-882), claimed that the annals had
fallen into the hands of many'®. He might have exaggerated here
to underscore the point that he was trying to make, namely that a
confusion caused by Prudentius of Troyes in the entry for 859 could
start a dogmatic scandal'®. Indeed, there is no manuscript evidence to
substantiate Hincmar’s claim that the annals had fallen into the hands
of many!%. Janet Nelson suggested that Hincmar’s own manuscript
must have been a direct continuation of Prudentius, quite possibly
in the same codex!%. No copies from before the tenth century are
known to have derived from this archetype. The only text fragment of
the Annales Bertiniani that does not derive from Hincmar’s exemplar,
containing the entries for 830 up to 837, breaking off in this entry with
the phrase “promised to stay loyal in the future”, was glued onto the
Annales Mettenses posteriores, rather than the ArF, in a twelfth-cen-
tury manuscript from Metz!%. In other words, there is no incentive
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