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Although the identity of the compiler remains unverifiable, Sören 
Kaschke suggested that whoever was behind the Chronicon Lauris-
sense breve was “part of a communications network of loyal support-
ers of the Carolingian dynasty”, adding that this particular group con-
sisted of a company “chiefly from the eastern parts of the realm”72. 
Although I would not go as far as Kurze’s identification of Adalung, 
abbot of Lorsch from 804 up to his death in 837, as the compiler73, 
it may be helpful to take into consideration Adalung’s position in 
the communication networks of loyal supporters of the Carolingian 
dynasty, to use Kaschke’s words. As abbot, it is likely that Adalung 
was aware of the writing of this work that stressed both Carolingian 
legitimacy and concord within the dynasty. It is therefore perhaps 
of importance that Adalung was much more than only the abbot of 
Lorsch, a position that in itself was probably highly regarded given 
the links with the royal family. He was also the abbot of St Vaast, from 
around the same time the Chronicon Laurissense breve was written 
(about 807), until his death. There, he had succeeded Rado of St Vaast 
(†  807), who was a royal notary from 772 to 776 and subsequently 
the chancellor from 776 to 79774. This underscores the importance of 
St Vaast in Arras to the court in terms of communications network 
and power structures and demonstrates the prominence of Adalung 
in this network. He personified the links between Lorsch in the 
Rhineland and St Vaast in northern France. His personal connection 
with Charlemagne, moreover, is clear from the fact that Adalung was 
one of the signatories of his will75. Kurze has suggested that Adalung 
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