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Ninth-century reception and reworking

Naturally, it cannot simply be stated that the extant manuscript 
evidence is all there is to reconsider the role the ArF played in the 
writing of history in the ninth century. Hence, it is appropriate to add 
a disclaimer here in the form of a provisional overview of the recep-
tion of the ArF throughout the Frankish realm up to and including the 
chronicle written by Regino, i.e. between c. 800 and c. 900.

It is commonly assumed that a copy of the ArF was present in 
Chelles, near Paris, where it was used in late 805 or early 806 to write 
the Annales Mettenses priores65, quite possibly supervised by abbess 
Gisela, Charlemagne’s sister66. Paul Fouracre and Richard Gerberding 
have maintained that the author, if a woman, would have been a mi-
sogynistic one. One need not to be a misogynist, however, to criticise 
particular behaviour and the implicit notion that no woman would 
criticise another one seems rather odd. It entirely depends, moreo-
ver, on how one reads that Plectrude “decided to rule with feminine 
cunning more cruelly than was necessary”. Does cruelty outweigh 
feminine cunning here? Or has the feminine cunning of Plectrude 
simply gone beyond the reasonable? And who was better to judge 
this than a woman? Furthermore, they seem to entertain the possibil-
ity that the Annales Mettenses priores were actually written in Metz, 
but ultimately conclude that “the evidence is too slight to allow us to 
decide for certain”67.

Irrespective of the exact identity of the compiler, Hartmut Hoff-
mann has explained that the version of the ArF that was used probably 
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