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Laterans, and again also at Monte Cassino. He then crossed the Alps
in 1006 to live quasi-permanently at Sankt Eucharius in Trier, from
where he travelled at least once to Amorbach in ¢. 10108,
Theoderic’s move to Trier marked the start of the final and presum-
ably also the most sedentary phase of his life®’. In the extant works
that he wrote from that point onwards (the Illatio sancti Benedicti
Floriacum, Commentaria in epistolas catholicas, and Consuetudines
Floriacenses antiquiores), he took stock of the fact that his theoretical
and practical encounters with various iterations of the Benedictine
ideal had profoundly shaped his understanding of self as an observer
and commentator of monastic morals at the turn of the first millen-
nium®®. These encounters, firstly, had given him the opportunity to
thoroughly study and compare the practices and morals of different
religious communities — several of which were located in famous
lienx de mémoire of the monastic past — and to speak authoritatively
on their qualitative differences. Secondly, they had also given him an
authoritative voice on the “imitable” (imitabilis) nature of the Fleu-
ry monks’ customs; the abbey’s status as a “monarchic institution”
(archisterium) that towered above all other Benedictine houses in
“Gaul”; and finally, also the monks’ ideology and its relevance to his
German readership. While none of the three works Theoderic com-
posed in the later part of his life was written with a normative purpose
in mind, each contains passages that clearly allude to his threefold (but
non-normative) claim to authority, as he expressed it in his last years.
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