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940-950, was a native speaker of German, and had been ordained as
a priest by the time he wrote his first work, the Vita sancti Deicols,
in the 970s-980s°!. Several references in the customary to aspects of
the communal life for clerics suggest that he had either received his
training at, or had been a member of, a cathedral community, which
Anselme Davril suggested was that of Mainz®%. If correct, this hy-
pothesis would help explain Theoderic’s statement in the ¢. 1005 Vita
sancti Firmani posterior that he had known Otto I1I before he became
emperor, since the imperial palace was situated near the cathedral®. It
would also make sense of some of the connections that Theoderic had
in the early eleventh century with clerical and monastic leaders in the
Empire, including with Bernward of Hildesheim (who had received
part of his training in Mainz) and Richard of Amorbach (who was a
former monk of Hersfeld abbey, which was situated in Archbishop
Willigis of Mainz’s territory)®*. Finally, Mainz was also a major centre
of literary and intellectual life at the time, which nicely dovetails with
the abundant evidence in Theoderic’s preserved body of texts regard-
ing his knowledge of the classical authors, his use of Graecisms and
neologisms, and his obvious experience as an author when he wrote
the Vita sancti Deicoli®.

Theoderic’s connection to Mainz would also help us to explain his
familiarity with the city of Trier — which he refers to in the Vita sancti
Deicoli and in the ¢. 1010 Inventio sancti Celsi as a “second Rome”®° —
and more specifically, with the abbey of Sankt Maximin, which in the
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