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to infer that his authority derived from his ancestors’ restoration of
Christendom on the island'*?, while Hugo Falcandus also stressed
Roger’s connection to this aspect of the region’s past: “Since he [Rog-
er IT] descended from Norman origin, and having knowledge of how
the Frankish people excelled all others in the glory of war, he loved
those from north of the Alps and was inclined to honour them”!*>,
However, even accepting such evidence, as with the vast majority of
Rogerian-era texts, there is no evidence to suggest that the king or his
administration were involved in the Cronica’s composition, approved
of its content, or even knew of its existence. Rather, the Cronica is
significant as it fits within a broader body of evidence which suggests
that scholarship should reconsider key narratives which have been
formative for Sicilianist scholarly discourse; the idea of a trilingual and
interwoven society that — even at court — appears to have been divided
on a linguistic basis — and that the central administration closely con-
trolled textual production as part of this cultural programme. As such,
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