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By considering these works together, there has been a tendency to
assume that they are representative of a wider cultural and intellectual
break with the Norman past on the island of Sicily. It has been held
that they imply that textual production after 1101 was confined to
Greek and Arabic works, and that the political imperatives of the
newly-founded kingdom meant that scholars or patrons were reluc-
tant to confront the thorny issues of the conquest period. Thus, it has
been concluded that there is no evidence for an interaction with the
Norman past in twelfth-century Sicily!?°.

Now, to return to the Cronica, it seems to allude to a somewhat
different picture. Namely, it constitutes a Latin source which was
produced in Sicily during the reign of King Roger II. Moreover, it
chronicles the Norman conquests, by presenting the divinely-in-
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spired nature of their mission
Amari believed that the Cronica may have even been commissioned
or patronised by Roger himself. This conclusion may well have been
grounded in the Cronica’s references to courtly apparatus and tradi-
tions. For example, the text uses the verb laudare to describe the act

of praising Roger I1'?%; it refers to Count Roger I’s legati'®® and a
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