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subsequent peace negotiations of 1139, both pope and king agreed a
compromise: Sicily’s kingship was territorially delineated between the
titles afforded to the “kingdom of Sicily, the dukedom of Apulia, and
the principality of Capua” (regnum Sicilie, ducatus Apulie, et princi-
patus Capue)®®. This division would persist beyond the end of the
Norman period and influence the development of royal rule in both
Sicily and southern Ttaly®*. Nonetheless, despite the theoretical idea
that the Norman kingship was confined to Sicily, this does not appear
to have applied to the king’s conquests in Ifrigiya.

The most significant scholarly investigation of this issue was under-
taken in 1987 by Jeremy Johns who noted:

“there is ... no doubt that, from 1149 until 1155 or later,
the Sicilian ruler did consider himself to be king of
Africa, and did, on at least one occasion, experiment
with that title”?>.

Two Ifrigiyan dinars refer to both Roger II and William I as malik®.
One dates from between May 1148 and May 1149 and the other from
between March 1154 and March 1155. The so-called Grisandus In-
scription, placed in the Palermitan church of San Michele Arcangelo
in May 1149, also refers to Roger as malik of Africa in both Arabic
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