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these efforts, royal administrators also endeavoured to conceptualise
Roger’s authority in a standardised series of Latin, Greek, and Arabic
titles®®. However, in doing so, a vexed question concerned the geo-
graphical extent of Roger’s rulership.

In September 1130, and in the aftermath of Roger II’s conquests
in Apulia, the anti-Pope Anacletus II (sed. 1130-1138) granted Roger
the “crown of Sicily, Calabria, Apulia and all [his] lands” (coronam
regni Sicilie, et Calabrie, et Apulie, et universe terre)®. It was perhaps
with an eye to Roger’s claim to kingship “in all his lands” that in a
letter dated to 1137-1138 the Fatimid caliph al-Hafiz (r. 1132-1149)
addressed Roger as: “the king of the island of Sicily, Lombardy, Ita-
ly, Calabria, Salerno, Amalfi, and that which is attached to them”?°.
Alexander of Telese (d. > 1143) had also expressed a similar opinion a
year earlier when he noted that the brother of Roger II’s mother Ade-
laide, Henry del Vasto (d. > 1141), had suggested that the kingdom
should not only be “restored” around Palermo, but also extended to
the other regions under Roger’s control”!.

However, a Sicilian kingship sine termino was not only inflammato-
ry to the rival-pope Innocent II (and the independently minded cities
of the Sorrento Peninsula), but also to the German and Byzantine
emperors who both possessed claims to the regnum Italicum. Thus,
Roger II was compelled to spend much of the 1130s quelling mainland
rebellion and was confronted with a German invasion in 1137%2, In the
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