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In the early-modern manuscripts, imprecise punctuation makes it
unclear whether the text can be translated to read “most powerful
king of African Tripoli” or, “most powerful king of Sicily, Tripoli and
Africa”®2. Nevertheless, readings in all the manuscripts afford Roger
a title which refers to Africa. This observation is significant not least
considering its implications concerning how the boundaries of Ro-
ger II’s kingship were understood by both his central administration
and foreign contemporaries.

For the purposes of this argument, it will suffice to say that the
development of the Norman administration from at least the 1110s%3,
saw a professional and salaried bureaucracy set about confirming
and renewing a variety of legal rights and privileges in documentary
form. Between October 1144 and June 1145, the royal diwan con-
firmed and revised at least 122 conquest-era grants of land®*. From
the 1140s onwards, it also compiled record books of Sicily’s Arabic
boundary descriptions, lists of men, mainland grants, services owed
in Capua, Apulia and the Abruzzi, and assembled an inventory of
the possessions of the Cappella Palatina and the Ifrigiyan church®.
Legal questions concerning rights and privileges even extended to the
king himself: royal administrators made numerous attempts to define
aspects of Roger II’s kingship in writing. For example, the oaths Rog-
er swore at his coronation were preserved in his coronation ordo®,
and his legal reforms were codified in a legal document®”. As part of
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