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Falcandus (d. < 1169) also understood the word Africa as a reference
to al-Mahdiya’®. Such a usage was also employed by the authors of
the Chronica monasterii Casinensis, and the Chronica Romanorum
pontificum et imperatorum ac de rebus in Apulia gestis’’. Beyond the
Norman period, the Epistola of the monk Conrad (fl. 1380-1395?)
used Africa in the same context, and so did Andrea Dandolo in his
Chronicon Venetorum’®. Indeed, Ralph Niger (d. c. 1217) referred
to al-Mahdiya as the Africa civitas’®. Along with such examples, it
should also be considered that the Cronica’s anonymous transcriber
also completed a version of the Annales Siculi which are preserved in
V. In doing so, he claimed that King Roger had conquered Africa (that
is, al-Mahdiya), in July 11488,

Regardless of this evidence, and perhaps owing much to the intro-
duction of commas in Caruso’s defective transcription, Amari and
Heskel either missed or failed to realise the importance of the Croni-
ca’s reference to King Roger II's apparent kingship over Africa in the
anonymous author’s panegyric-like conclusion:

Huic* successit ille hominum maximus et” plusquam

b unicus leo et pacis firmamentum®: Roge-

homo, 1ustitiae
a)Hic VI P!, b-b) deest V Pan Pan' B Pan?; sequitur ade dilectus et benedictus
V; a deo N; a deo dilectus et benedictus B Pan Pan’; benedictus a domino Pan?.
¢) fundamentum Pan?’.
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