The Cronica Roberti Biscardi et fratrum ac Rogerii Comitis Mileti 589

Amari was certainly correct to assume that Africa could be used to
refer to the geographical region. In the classical period, the term Afri-
ca Proconsolaris was used to refer to a portion of the North African
coast, comprising the territory of present-day Tunisia, the northeast
of Algeria, and the coast of western Libya. Following the Muslim
conquests of the seventh century, an area which roughly comprised
this region came to be known as Ifrigiya in Arabic. This usage is re-
flected in the Latin chronicle evidence. In the twelfth century, Robert
of Torigni (d. 1186) used Affrica to clarify the geographical location
of Tripoli when he noted that: rex Rogerius Siciliae Tripolitanam
provinciam in Affrica super paganos cepit’!. Romuald of Salerno’s
(d. 1181/82) Chronicon’?, Henry Aristippus’ (d. 1162) translation of
Plato’s Phaedo also use the word Africa to describe this geographical
region, as did the Chronicon ducum et principum Beneventi, Salerni et
Capuae et ducum Neapolis’>.

However, what Amari had failed to consider was that, while it is
possible that the Cronica’s author was using Africa to distinguish
Tripoli from its namesake in the Holy Land, in the twelfth century,
Africa was also frequently used to refer to al-Mahdiya.

For example, a twelfth-century manuscript version of Robert of
Torigni’s text notes that Affrica was the name of both a city and the
province’*, while the continuer of Sigebert of Gembloux (d. 1112)
claimed that Africa was one of the principle cities of the region”>. Hugo
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