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ßert worden, die in den Editionen und der Literatur fast ausschließlich auf 
den westfränkischen Thronstreit 879/80 bezogen werden. Eine detailliertere 
Untersuchung der beiden Quellen und ihres Kontextes führt jedoch zu einer 
abweichenden Deutung und neuen chronologischen Einordnung. Der Traktat 
Ad Carolum III. wird in die Zeitspanne Mitte September bis Mitte Oktober 
879 datiert, für den im Brief an Hugo den Abt erwähnten Adoptionsvorschlag 
Mai bis Juli 882 vorgeschlagen. Hinkmars Motive waren weder eine politische 
Anlehnung an Karl III. noch die dynastische Legitimation, sondern der Schutz 
der Kirche und seiner Diözese sowie die Einheit des westfränkischen Reiches.

Probably around 883/84, Emperor Charles III the Fat adopted his nephew, 
Carloman of West Francia. Archbishop Hincmar of Reims had developed plans 
for just such an adoption years earlier, which he expressed in two letters – a 
tract addressed to Charles III, and a letter to Hugh the Abbot. Almost all 
editions and scholarly commentary relate these plans to the dispute over the 
West Frankish throne that unfolded in 879/80. A more detailed examination of 
these sources and their context, however, leads to a different interpretation and 
a new chronology. The tract Ad Carolum III. dates between mid-September 
and mid-October 879, while the adoption proposal sent to Hugh the Abbot 
can perhaps be placed between May and July 882. Hincmar’s motives were 
neither political alignment with Charles III nor dynastic legitimation, but the 
protection of the church and his diocese, together with furthering the unity of 
the West Frankish Empire.


