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years that Hinschius and others had envisioned for Pseudo-Isidore’s
activity®. Far more sensationally, Klaus Zechiel-Eckes has discovered
Pseudo-Isidorian excerptors in codices from the library of the royal
abbey of Corbie, confirming Pseudo-Isidore’s Reims associations for
all time”.

Rather than deploy his find to further the dominant hypothesis,
however, Zechiel-Eckes fought from the beginning to resurrect Was-
serschleben’s forgotten thesis!®. Only the old belief in Mainz origins,
doubly obsolete in the face of the Corbie proof, fell away. Otherwise
Zechiel-Eckes proposed to read the False Decretals as ,eminent
politische Texte, als einen verschliisselten Reflex auf die tiefgreifen-
de innere Spaltung, die ... die dreifliger Jahre des 9. Jahrhunderts
charakterisiert“!!. He set out to find Pseudo-Isidore among the Unity
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