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studies, Anders Winroth was able to demonstrate in the late 1990s
that manuscripts Aa, Bc, Fd, and P — once thought to be later abbre-
viations — actually contain the earlier first recension. Since Winroth’s
discovery, Carlos Larrainzar, Atria A. Larson, and the present author
have uncovered several other abbreviated and fragmentary witnesses to
the first recension??.

As mentioned above, three of the four manuscripts which contain
the first recension — Aa, Bc, and Fd — also contain second-recension
texts added in the margins, in appendices, and/or on inserted leaves>.
Anders Winroth, in his initial study, suggested that these additions
derive from completed copies of the second recension which were
excerpted so as to bring the text of the first recension ,up to date“**.
Since then, Carlos Larrainzar, Melodie H. Eichbauer, Atria A. Larson,
and José Miguel Viejo-Ximénez have proposed an alternative theory:
the additions do not descend from the completed second recension,
but rather preserve intermediate stages of accumulation between the
first and second recensions®®. These scholars tend to doubt that the
second recension ever existed as a fixed and actively disseminated form
(i.e. a recension), casting it instead as one stage of organic growth on
the way to the vulgate text of the thirteenth century. However trivial
this debate might seem to outsiders, there is much interpretive value at
stake. If the second recension did exist as a fixed and actively dissem-
inated text, scholars should absolutely try to identify the specific mo-
tives and people behind it. If it did not, then scholars should hesitate
to associate it too closely with specific schools or political movements
of the mid-twelfth century®®. The following section will re-examine
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