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first proposed that Hoholt was none other than BA himself, an identi-
fication subsequently endorsed and elaborated by Edmund Stengel'?.
Given this, it is something of a mystery that the original of D O T 161
has not occasioned more comment. In part, this can be put down to its
modern archival context. When Paul Kehr alerted the scholarly world
to its existence in 1931, the diploma was in the family archive of the
Wittelsbachs in Munich!®. And though the latter had been under the
oversight of the Wittelsbacher Ausgleichsfonds (WAF) since 1923 and
would be taken under the aegis of the Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv
at its Geheimes Hausarchiv, formal approval from the Wittelsbachs
was (and indeed still is) required for access to such materials. As a
consequence, the diploma has been much less accessible than its coun-
terparts in public hands. And since Kehr himself had nothing to say
about the original (save noting its existence), matters were left as they
were —and have been ever since. The Marburg Lichtbildarchiv was able
to photograph the charter in January 1956, alongside another in the
Geheimes Hausarchiv!®. Thereafter, the charter’s existence was duly
noted in Irmgard Fees’ invaluable catalogue of original royal charters,
both in its print format and its subsequent online iteration!®. An image
(clearly from the Marburg Lichtbildarchiv) is to be found in the rele-
vant entry of the MGH’s online supplement to its diploma series (the
Diplomata-Erginzungen), though little by way of discussion is offered
or noted — indeed, readers are simply pointed (rather unhelpfully, as we
shall see) to Wolfgang Huschner’s proposed identification of BA with
Bruno of Cologne, an identification undertaken without reference to
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