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ticulars, just after BA had confused them so badly? It is important to
note that the royal court had indeed been present in Frankfurt in early
951, as Sickel was well aware; for it was there on 19 January 951 that
Otto I confirmed forest rights to Fulda, in a diploma which survives
in its original format (also bearing the correct incarnational and regnal
years)*”. As the court is last attested at Memleben on 6 December
950 before this, there would have been ample time for Otto and his
entourage to reach the old Carolingian royal palace in Frankfurt by
13 January®°. Karl Friedrich Stumpf had always been happy to accept
D O I 161’s transmitted date; in the light of original, he was clearly
correct in this regard®!. The disruptions in traditional ,chancery* prac-
tice which Sickel first detected in connection with Otto I’s invasion of
Ttaly in autumn 951 had evidently begun at start of the year®?. This also
means that Bruno did not first appear as archchancellor in response to
tensions with Frederick, as Fleckenstein thought — indeed, it may be
that the tensions were a result of Bruno’s elevation.

So what of Hoholt? So long as his name was restricted to BA’s ceu-
vre, there was a strong case for seeing him as the latter’s alias®. And
if we were to maintain Sickel’s redating of D O I 161, there would still
be something to be said for the identification. On this reading, Hoholt
first appears in a diploma of BA in early 953. Then twelve days later, a
local Worms notary followed what he thought to be current convention,
copying the recognition clause of the most recently issued royal diplo-
ma - little knowing that the Hoholt in question was the document’s
scribe rather than the chancellor. Yet if D O I 161 was issued a full two
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