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forged single sheet in the name of Henry I for the same abbey (based 
ultimately on D H I 30)3. Unlike the original of D O I 217, which had 
been known to Sickel and his editorial team in the late nineteenth cen-
tury, these represent entirely new discoveries, which promise to enrich 
our understanding of imperial politics and local documentary culture 
in the 970s and 980s considerably.

Yet in the excitement generated by such finds, it is easy to forget 
that they belong to a long line of similar efforts, from Harry Bresslau’s 
uncovering of the original single sheet of D O I 269 for the bishopric 
of Parma, through to Antonella Ghignoli’s fascinating study of the 
long neglected original of D O I 371, in favour of the Italian layman 
Ingo4. And while the discoveries of 2020 are already well on their way 
to receiving due scholarly attention (Morelle has made an excellent 
start with the Crespin single sheets, while Mark Mersiowsky has pro-
vided initial thoughts on the Aschaffenburg privilege), the same cannot 
be said for all such rediscovered originals. The present article concerns 
one of those which has lingered almost entirely unnoticed (including 
by the present author) for the better part of a century: D O I 161. The 
diploma in question is a privilege in favour of the bishopric of Worms, 
granting the final third on tolls in Ladenburg and confirming the see’s 
possession of the other two thirds, as granted by Otto I’s predecessors. 
Located some 32 km upstream from Worms on the Neckar, Ladenburg 
had been an important regional centre since antiquity. The town and 
its market were of natural interest to the bishop, who was actively 
involved in local trade and commerce5. Worms would later claim to 
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