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Ottonian diplomatists have been very fortunate recently. After a lull 
of seventeen years since the sensational rediscovery of the lost orig-
inal of D O I 217 in 20031, we once again have new material on our 
hands. In late June 2020 came the exciting news that the single sheet of 
D O II 284, a donation in favour of the foundation of Aschaffenburg 
from October 982, had been uncovered while digitizing the oldest mu-
niments of the Stadt- und Stiftsarchiv – a discovery rightfully met with 
considerable public fanfare2. In November of the same year, an equally 
important set of finds was announced more quietly by Laurent Morelle, 
in a short contribution to an edited volume on France and Germany in 
the Middle Ages: that of the original of D O I 426, a privilege in favour 
of the Lotharingian abbey of Crespin from February 972, alongside a 

* The research behind this article was undertaken during a Visiting Fellowship at 
the Monumenta Germaniae Historica in August 2022. I am immensely grateful to 
the president and staff at the MGH for their assistance; and to Pro arte edendi – 
Freunde der MGH e. V., whose generous financial support enabled the fellowship. 
Further thanks are due to Thomas Kohl for comments on a draft version of the text.
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