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of diploma production reflect the movements of king and court, but
they also map onto the activities of different notaries'?”. All this is a far
cry from the formal government bureau envisioned by Sickel.

At the same time, we must we wary of throwing out the baby with
the bathwater. A large number of documents were produced by scribes
in regular royal employ, even if further study is likely strip them of a
few diplomas. And there is no denying a strong centralizing element
in charter production of these years, particularly when we compare
Otto I’s acta to those of his French and English counterparts®®®. Even
when recipients took the lead, they generally marched to the tune of
the court, responding to (and sometimes subverting) the matrix of the
imperial diploma developed and maintained there. Indeed, the majority
of recipient and regional court notaries come from religious houses
which enjoyed close connections to king and court — places such as
Magdeburg, Quedlinburg and Chur. We must also reckon with consid-
erable archival losses, particularly among lay recipients. This is an espe-
cially salient point. As work towards the recent edition of the charters
of Henry II of England has shown, even in the bureaucratic world of
the twelfth-century ,Angevin Empire®, recipient production remained
common (particularly in Henry’s earlier years) and the chancery, such
as it was, is most visible in documents in favour of laymen®®!, Exam-
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