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of some standing within the royal chapel (and sometimes a prominent 
abbot), who often later rose to episcopal dignity, but rarely if ever a 
bishop in office190. In Italy, by contrast, scribes saw a similar elevation 
in standing to chancellors north of the Alps; and by the later ninth and 
early tenth centuries, at least some bishops can be identified amongst 
their ranks (and many appear as recognitioners). Nevertheless, only in 
a small number of cases did this notarial activity continue uninterrupt-
ed after appointment to the episcopate (save in a recipient capacity), 
the main exception being a few chancellor bishops191. In England, we 
know little certain about the identities of the draftsmen and scribes 
responsible for royal acta before 1066. There is reason to believe that 
bishops might be involved; nevertheless, they are unlikely to have 
shouldered the majority of such work.192 The situation becomes clear-
er under the later Anglo-Norman and Angevin kings, when a small but 
significant group of notaries can indeed be identified and sometimes 
even associated with a known hand. From this sample, it is clear that 
scribal service was often a route to promotion, including to the episco-
pate; nevertheless, no bishop in office is known to have regularly pro-
duced royal charters and many notaries were of more humble status, 
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