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state in the late 1980s or early 1990s, and he was satisfied that Sickel got
it right. It would seem that Rather supplied the text, then had it copied
out by a local notary in his service!”?. A similar case is presented by the
diploma of 945 of Hugh and Lothar for the canons of Vercelli, which
Giacomo Vignodelli argues was composed by Bishop Atto. Though
the Latin text bears the signs of Atto’s distinctive style, the hand is
clearly not the bishop’s autograph, as preserved in his subscription to
another Vercelli charter of these years!®?. Such arrangements were the
norm in the papal chancery, where the recipients typically supplied the
main body of the privilege (sometimes including the preamble), which
would then be copied out and authenticated by papal notaries in the
181 Moreover, the fact that within
the Ottonian realms the appointment of a new chancellor typically co-

distinctive curial minuscule of Rome

incided with the introduction of multiple new hands to court is itself
an indication that these figures had multiple notaries on whom they
could draw. If BA were Bruno of Cologne, the equally active BB must
have been an amanuensis of sorts; if LF were Liudprand of Cremona
(or indeed, chancellor Liudolf), LK was not.

A subject on which Huschner is strangely silent is that of the
notarial subscriptions we occasionally see in recognition clauses of
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