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According to Sickel, It D was a student and colleague of It B, who
was responsible for at least five diplomas between 966 and 970. It D’s
scribal activity neatly coincides with Ambrosius’ time as chancellor
(966-970), and he disappears precisely when the latter was appointed
to the see of Bergamo!*®. A contextual case can therefore be made for
identifying the two, a case reinforced by the strong similarities between
It D’s hand and the apparently autograph subscription of Ambrosius
to a private charter of 973 from Bergamo. While the material is insuf-
ficient to establish hand identity with absolute certainty, the use of a
with an ascender at the start of words and the same form of ro ligature
speak strongly in favour of the two being one and the same!*’.

If so far Huschner’s approach has enabled us to appreciate the re-
gional qualities of figures once deemed ,chancery scribes“ more fully,
it struggles with other leading notaries of the period. A case in point
is Bruno A (BA), one of the most active draftsman-scribes of Bruno
of Cologne’s chancellorship. Sickel and his associates assigned BA sole
or primary responsibility for eighteen diplomas of the 940s or 950s,
including a second engrossment of an earlier Magdeburg privilege,
making him the dominant force in charter production in these years!*3,
They also identified BA’s hand in the protocol or eschatocol of another
three documents, while they ascribed twenty more to him on the ba-
sis of formulation or later script imitation'*?. If there ever was a true
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