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closed, while WB’s is extremely small (even by the standards of dip-
lomatic minuscule), sometimes disappearing entirely; Willigis’ e is an-
gular, with a small, horizontal eye, whereas WB’s is fluid, with the eye
pointing up diagonally to the right (Plates 6-7)!3>. Even allowing for
the natural evolution of the archbishop’s hand, these variations make
identity most improbable. Much the same must be said for Bresslau’s
alternative identification of the hand of Willigis” subscription with that
of Hildibald H. Though the latter’s more upright and angular aspect
comes closer to the archbishop’s, the forms of e, g and r are again clear-
ly distinct here!3®. There is, however, much to be said for returning
to Stengel’s identification of WB with Herward, the schoolmaster of
Aschaffenburg. The latter is explicitly identified as an imperial notary
in a private charter of Archbishop Willigis (Herwardus domni nostri
Ottonis serenissimi imperatoris notarius et ecclesie, que est in Ascafaburc,
dydascalus)'®’. And the strong concentration of diplomas produced by
WB for Aschaffenburg is far better explained in this manner than by
a general appeal to Willigis® interest as the foundation’s metropolitan.
Moreover, Herward’s one known absence from the realm — a trip to
Rome in 975 — corresponds to an extended hiatus in WB’s scribal activ-
ity. Finally, the significant presence of Swabian and Bavarian recipients
among WB’s early diplomas finds ready explanation here. The founda-
tion of Aschaffenburg was initiated by Duke Liudolf of Swabia and his
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