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PA displays few affinities. Here we must bear in mind that Poppo was
probably part of the Babenberg clan, which had lost out decisively in its
struggles with the Conradines in the early tenth century. The decision
to seek patronage at the ducal (later royal) court of the Liudolfings in
eastern Saxony — who had been the Babenbergs’ main allies in these
conflicts — would make perfect sense within this context. Indeed, it was
under the patronage of Henry I that the Popponid branch of the family
was able to survive and thrive in these years!!%.

The affiliations of Poppo B (PB), another draftsman-scribe of
Otto I’s early years, are less clear. Like PA, he began his career in the
early 930s. Unlike his more prominent associate, however, he was
never particularly active: according to Sickel, PB was responsible for
three diplomas of 932, then another three of 940. The first set was
produced in Eastphalia, Thuringia and at the otherwise unidentified
Reot, for recipients in Westphalia and northern Franconia; the second
was issued from Hessen and Eastphalia for recipients from the Middle
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Rhine and Bavaria' '°. While this might suggest a slight concentration

on eastern Saxony and Thuringia, the court was most often present in

these regions, so this may simply be a function of the royal itinerary !4,
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