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rice; two were drawn up at Quedlinburg, on two separate occasions (in 
one case, for the convent itself); and the fourth was issued at the close-
ly associated hunting grounds of Siptenfelde to the south, shortly after 
the court had been present at Quedlinburg. This already suggests an 
association of sorts with the famed Ottonian Hauskloster in the Harz, 
an association which becomes if anything stronger when we consider 
the possibility that the last of these documents, for Gernrode, may be 
the product of a different hand98. 

Further evidence for a connection comes from the diploma BG 
produced for Quedlinburg itself. This concerns the donation of the 
strategic estate of Quitilinga with the appurtenant church of St James, 
which lay in the valley just below the abbey. The estate had hither-
to been part of the dower lands of Queen Mathilda, Quedlinburg’s 
co-founder, and was of obvious interest to the local community. Yet 
it is not simply the donation that is noteworthy. The text contains an 
unusually specific provision that twelve priests are to be established at 
the convent alongside the canonesses, so that they may pray for the 
remedy of the king’s soul. Provision for priests was a major concern 
for female religious houses, since nuns and canonesses could not cel-
ebrate the Eucharist on their own; and this donation helps ensure the 
appropriate liturgical memoria for the Liudolfings at the foundation99. 
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