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950s (i.e. well before Adalbert’s promotion to Magdeburg). A deacon
named Adalbert also appears in earlier archiepiscopal charters of the
940s; and on this basis, Sickel first suggested that LA and Adalbert
were one and the same, an identification subsequently endorsed and
elaborated by Harry Bresslau, and still accepted in some circles to this
day®®. The other example is from a precarial contract from St Maximin
of 959, which also states that it was written by an Adalbert®”. We know
that the future archbishop had been a monk of St Maximin before his
(abortive) mission to the Kievan Rus” in the early 960s, so it is tempt-
ing to see this as his true autograph. But the hand is clearly not that of
LA, leaving us with a difficult choice as to which of our two Adalberts
(if there were indeed two) was the later metropolitan. On account
of the archbishop’s known connections with St Maximin, Huschner
lumps for the latter one; and on this basis, he believes to have found
decisive evidence that Adalbert was LH. The situation is complicated,
however, by the fact that precarial contracts were often produced in
pairs, and the original draftsman-scribe might still be named in a copy
made by someone else. (We have at least one possible case of a St Maxi-
min precarial contract of these years which survives in two copies, both
naming the same scribe, yet in different hands®.) On these grounds,
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