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That royal service could prove controversial is revealed by Ruotger’s
Vita of Bruno of Cologne. Bruno was both archbishop of Cologne and
duke of Lotharingia in the 950s and early 960s, a combination of secu-
lar and ecclesiastical office which did not meet with universal approval.
At many points in his account, Ruotger alludes to Bruno’s critics;
and the main purpose of the Vita is to defend the archbishop’s unique
combination of regnum and sacerdotium (regale sacerdotium, as Ruotger
puts it). Yet while imperial service is invoked here and in the Vitae and
Gesta of many other bishops of the era, in tones alternatively proud
and apologetic, this is almost never described as extending to diploma
production®. It is difficult to reconcile this with Huschner’s central
thesis. If the production of royal charters was an elite task routinely
(and happily) undertaken by leading churchmen, we should expect at
least some of their biographers to take note of this. If it was worth
Bruno’s time and effort to produce over thirty diplomas for Otto I
in the guise of Bruno A, why should Ruotger pass over this in such
studied silence? It cannot simply be that our authors are self-censoring,
since many (including Ruotger) mention military service, a subject far
more delicate from a canonical standpoint*!. Nor is it that they do not
mention the issuing of diplomas, for in many cases they do. Rather, it
is that when bishops and abbots are mentioned in such contexts, it is as
petitioners and/or recipients of grants, not as their authors or scribes*?.
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