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100131. Yet earlier in the century, the equally learned Atto (924–957/8) 
was far less scribally active. Thanks to the presence of his distinctive 
monogram in many manuscripts, we know that Atto was just as in-
terested in the episcopal library; nevertheless, his own autograph has 
yet to be identified with any confidence, barring one possible mon-
ogram32. And though Atto’s subscription to a private charter of 945 
reveals that he was a competent enough scribe when the need arose, 
it is far from certain that he had fully mastered diplomatic minuscule 
(the subscription is in what might best be called an adjusted Caroline 
hand)33. It is, therefore, unclear whether Atto would have been able to 
produce a lengthy charter; and it is probably no coincidence that he is 
not the scribe of the diploma of 945 in favour of the cathedral chapter, 
which he had in all likelihood drafted34. Even more striking is the later 
case of Bishop William of Pavia (c. 1066–1102). William hailed from a 
powerful local family and owed his promotion to these connections. 
Yet his hand shows few signs of formal training and is symptomatic of 
what has been dubbed a kind of „functional semi-literacy“. There can 
be no doubt that diploma production was beyond his ken35. We must, 
therefore, allow for the possibility that bishops were notaries; to make 
this a rule of thumb would be to fall into Sickelian dogmatism. 

In this respect, it is significant that those notaries who were iden-
tified with bishops before Huschner are either responsible for rela-
tively small numbers of documents or ceased operating once they had 
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