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1. The Ottonian „chancery“ in modern scholarship

Few subjects are so dear to diplomatists as the „chancery“ (a term now 
used with caution)1. Whether dismissed as an invention of modern 

* The initial research behind this article was supported by the Arts and Hu-
manities Research Council, project reference AH/P01495X/1. An early version of 
the arguments was presented at the Legitimacy, Lordship and Government in the 
Post-Carolingian World conference at the University of New Hampshire in Octo-
ber 2017, and a more developed iteration was presented at Earlier Middle Ages sem-
inar of the Institute of Historical Research in October 2021. I am grateful to both 
audiences for their questions and comments. I am even more indebted to Charles 
West, Fraser McNair, Paweł Figurski, Nicholas Vincent and Vedran Sulovsky, who 
vetted the text, and to Eric Knibbs, who first suggested I should submit it to the 
DA.

1) Cf. Peter csendes et al., Kanzlei, Kanzler, in: Lex.MA 5 (1999) col. 910–929; 
Olivier Guyotjeannin / Jacques Pycke / Benoît-Michel tock, Diplomatique 
médiévale (L’Atelier du Médiéviste 2, 32006) p. 223–227; Olivier Guyotjeannin, 
Écrire en chancellerie, in: Auctor et Auctoritas. Invention et conformisme dans 
l’écriture médiévale, éd. par Michel ZimmeRmann (Mémoires et documents de 
l’École des Chartes 59, 2001) p. 17–35; Ellen WiddeR, Kanzler und Kanzleien im 
Spätmittelalter. Eine Histoire croisée fürstlicher Administration im Südwesten des 
Reiches (Veröffentlichungen der Kommission für geschichtliche Landeskunde in 
Baden-Württemberg, Reihe B: Forschungen 204, 2016); The Roles of Medieval 


