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emperor’s wishes17. As Rudolf Hiestand observes, Frederick attempt­
ed to involve the kings of England, Hungary and Denmark in the new 
expedition18. For his part, Honorius promoted the crusade as a tradi­
tional passagium generale in his letters19. It is clear, then, that in 1223 
the new crusade was conceived as a pan-European expedition in which 
Frederick would play the leading part, and not an imperial one-man 
army20. The launch of such a mass movement demanded an encyclical 
letter sent throughout the West, and Honorius and his curia hastily 
composed lustus Dominus and began to issue the document to its first 
recipients on 11 April (the last known copies were issued on 27 April). 
The promotion of a campaign led by Frederick, however, was a tall 
order. The emperor had repeatedly reneged on his previous promises 
to fulfil his crusade vow, and many of Christendom’s most enthusiastic 
warrior-pilgrims had either been bankrupted by, or killed on, the recent 
Egyptian expedition. As Björn Weiler argues, there can be no doubt 
that this dampened enthusiasm for a new attempt to recover the Holy 
Land and it seems reasonable to suggest that crusading fervour in the 
West in 1223 was at a low ebb21. Honorius and his curia therefore had 
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