
The Dynamism of a Crusade Encyclical 113

and even more specialised works usually mention it only in passing, if 
at all6. Yet lustus Dominus was the next great encyclical in this series 
of calls to recover the Holy Land and the most important and widely 
distributed such appeal since Quia maior7. Not only does its status 
as a key document in the history of papal calls to crusade in the East 
demand detailed analysis, but lustus Dominus also reveals the innova­
tive approach that Honorius employed in constructing his encyclical, 
hitherto unappreciated. Rather than preparing a uniform text for distri­
bution, the surviving diplomatic evidence demonstrates that Honorius 
approached the composition of his encyclical in a much more dynamic 
way, creating two main branches of the text, one addressed to the kings 
of Europe and the other to the faithful, which deployed quite different 
rhetoric8. He then modified individual copies of the letter, tailoring 
them to the most promising recruits, King Andrew II of Hungary and
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