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his celebrated contemporaries?. Yet one of the best examples of Hon-
orius’s dynamism as pope, his crafting of the pan-European crusade
encyclical, Tustus Dominus, issued between 11 and 27 April 1223,
remains under-appreciated (see Appendix for the text)>. Buried among
the mass of diplomatic documentation on the crusade that emanated
from Honorius’s chancery, which has only recently been explored
thoroughly, the modern profile of Iustus Dominus is a shadowy reflec-
tion of its medieval status when it was recognised as a model letter and
included in the Briefsammlung of Thomas of Capua®. Although Ursula
Schwerin appraised its significance in 1937 and noted its most notable
features in her pioneering study of crusade appeals, and Laurie Shepard
briefly examined some of the rhetoric from the first half of the letter
in 1999, hitherto no-one has taken up the mantle to explore the docu-
ment in the requisite level of detail®. As a result, it is not well known.
It is usually missing from the relevant sections of the standard general
histories of the crusades, histories that tend to treat more liberally the
most famous encyclicals Quantum praedecessores (1145/46), Audita
tremendi (1187/88), Post miserabile (1198) and Quia maior (1213),
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