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Philip and the other kings who received this version of the appeal. In
content, this appeal was very traditional. It played upon the recipients’
sense of duty and awareness of the gesta of their ancestors, and invited
them to reflect upon their own achievements and legacy. Recruitment
for the crusading movement had long relied upon the unfavourable
comparison of the deeds of the ,,sons“ with those of their ,fathers“. It
had been the central theme in the call for the Second Crusade, Quan-
tum praedecessores (which, as we will see below, provided inspiration
for many of the rhetorical motifs of Iustus Dominus), and was an idea
that had permeated the papacy’s organisation of the crusading move-
ment>!. After the First Crusade ,there existed among certain noble
families“, Nicholas Paul writes, ,,a strong sense of obligation to revere
and imitate the deeds of crusading ancestors“>2, Naturally enough,
the papacy attempted to tap into this desire as a source of crusading
fervour in the promotion of new campaigns. The critique of private
warfare, of warriors turning their aggression inwards towards fellow
Christians when they should have been directing it outwards against
the hostes fidei, also struck a deeply traditional tone. The castigation
of private warfare, along with the appeal to the deeds of ancestors,
had long been entwined with the crusading movement. The ideas both
appear in Robert the Monk’s wildly popular account of the events at
the Council of Clermont, written soon after the First Crusade, for
instance®®. In this latter section of the narratio of Iustus Dominus,
then, Honorius was making a clear attempt to provoke a period of
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