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But over the next several years Popes Gregory V and Sylvester II and ecclesias-
tical councils pronounced anathema against Robert for his “incestuous” mar-
riage, and Robert and Bertha were forced to separate.?® That this divorce on
grounds of consanguinity was not simply a convenient way out for Robert and
Bertha is indicated by the fact that Robert repeatedly attempted — perhaps
even after he remarried — to rejoin Bertha.?! Robert finally married Constance

18 They were actually fifth cousins, twice removed, as both were descended from Char-
lemagne. Technically therefore the marriage was just within the forbidden degrees. But they
would have been considered unrelated, because no one at the time seemed either to know or to
care that both the Capetians and the last kings of Italy were descended from Charlemagne,
through women; see Bouchard, “Origins of the Nobility,” pp. 522-30.

19 A, C. F. Koch, ed., Oorkondenboek van Holland en Zeeland tot 1299, 1: Eind van de 7e¢ eeuw tot
1222 (The Hague, 1970), pp. 109-10, no. 59. Richer, Historia 4.87, ed. Latouche, 2:286.
“Genealogia comitum Flandriae Bertinina,” MGH SS 9:306. “Vita S. Bertulfi,” Recueil des
historiens des Gaules et de la France (hereafter RHGF), 10:365.

20 Richer, Historia 4.108, ed. Latouche, 2:330. Council of Rome 998, Mansi 19:223-30.
Helgaud, Epitoma vite regis Rotberti pii 17, ed. Robert-Henri Bautier and Gillette Labory, Vie de
Robert le pieux (Paris, 1965), p. 92; see also their introduction, p. 27. Duby suggests that
“tortuous diplomatic policy,” especially the emperor’s fear that Bertha’s Carolingian blood
would lead to expanded Capetian territorial claims, was more important than ecclesiastical
pronouncements in ending this marriage; Medieval Marriage, p. 47. However, the Capetians
already had Carolingian blood, had Carolingian blood per se been the basis of territorial claims,
which it was not at the beginning of the eleventh century; Bouchard, “Origins of the Nobility,”
n. 71.

21 “Rythmus Satiricus,” ed. G.-A. Hiickel, “Les poémes satiriques d’Adalbéron,” in Achille

Luchaire, ed., Mélanges d’histoire du moyen-Gge, Bibliotheque de la Faculté des lettres 13 (Paris,
1ANTY nn RI_RA RQan alen Ferdinand Tat “Ta chancan de Tandri ” Ramania 29 (1903 1-17
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Koin StadtA, HUA 9
kh., Anno v. KdIln Ffiir Deutz 1063 April 27

Or.
Xerok. vorh. aus Marburg LBA

Wisj)lingho}ff, Rhein. UB 1, S. 206 f. Nr. 141
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Gertrud schenkt dem Kl. Deutz © Mansen etc.
1056 - 1065
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Disseldorfy Historisches Archiv der Stadt
St. Pantaleon Urk. n° 3

DH IV 491 f. Kloster Pantaleon zu K&ln
1105, Dez. 3

Or., Notar des Klosters Siegburg
verfaBt, unbekannter Ingrossator
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