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“knowledge of many Roman writers today

rule 1n the decades betore and arter ouv
was a standardized script used
throughout Europe. As part of
ecclesiastical reform, biblical and
liturgical texts were improved and
standardized, while great energies were
spent in gathering together and writing
out classical texts (we owe our

to Carolingian manuscripts). As part of

this activity, a new script was developed,

today called Carolingian minuscule. It M
!
i
i

was developed in such places as Corbie

and Tours - at the latter monastery it was

used for the series of great Bibles made to be sent]
institutions elsewhere. The script was gradually ac
all over Europe; it began to be used in England fr
tenth century. A late version of this kind of script
written in a style used in the area around Rome, a
the monastery of Farfa, in the late eleventh centu!
(platel). It presents a rather square version of the
Carolingian script but retains the latter’s spacious
Tt is paired with a version of ancient Roman capit
known as rustic capitals, as were the best demons
of the script in Carolingian times.
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