1% 18°a great nleaauré to welcome our Munich colleagues -
sefe and sound” after their travels,, all eight of them - back |
again in. Edinburgh. Though; elas, end:I:hate to mention it, this "
is the last occasion of any formality when we shall all be together., ’
But we did want an opportunity of telling our guests how much
their visit has meant to us; and that is what this dinner is
intended to bes Your visit is, of course,; a gesture of friedmship.
But it is really more even than that, It de, I submit, an open
demonstration of the essential unity of scholarship, of our joint
membership of one world-wide commonwealth of learning..

And 1 hope that you have fbund, a8 we’ certainly have, that
our acadenic association has led immedintely to sympathy and under
stending, For among the many valuable features of your visit
here I would single out for special mention firet of all your ¢ i
lectures and, second, our academic conversations in twos and &hrees.

These have certminly been for us periods of plessure and ympfit -
as we hope they've been for youe g FEYR .\

Now it mey appear most uncivil of me tc“feliwdﬁrigueetbﬁ

what we have found them to be as & result of these conversations.

And yet 1'm going to dare to do so. But I'm going to prefece what

I have to sey in that regerd by a story. It's s story about one .

of our most famous Professors, Professor Blackie, the Professor

of Groeks. Un one: occusion he wes visited by an Englishman who spent ]

quite a few hours in his company during which time their con-

versation touched on many, many topicss The inglishman sfter- _ : ‘

wards told some friends about the conversation, expressing his . 1
!

deep asdniration for the vast knowledge of Profeassor Blackie on so
meny subjects. "But', added the Pnplishmany: "what a pity he doesn't
seem to know Greek". o riigck ceme to stoy with us 0 Londos

Well, during our conversations with our Munich colleagues
I've been more than once reminded of the story about Profeasor

ﬁlackie. You all dear‘your specialiaed 1earning lightiy. 'ffﬁ .
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