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Flateyensis (CODEX FLATEYENSIS)

> §3 FLATEYJARBO

MS. No. 1005 fol.in the old royal collection In

The Royal Library of Copenhagen

WITH AN INTRODUCTION

R

FINNUR JONSSON

LEVIN & MUNKSGAARD, PUBLISHERS
COPENHAGEN MCMXXX
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HE ancient [celandic manu-

sCTIpIS, preserved 1n the big h-

hraries of Scandinavia, constitu-

te the richest treasure i heri-

) ted from MNorthern Antigquity,
A and form the most important

monument of the life of the Teutonic peoples

in the past. Hitherto they have been accessible
pLions, more or less faith-

almaost solely 1n transcm
arlvand ]'I-I:IF1|.:||"|F edi-

ful printed copies, and schol:
rions: but the manuscripts tell their own story

best. An edition which pracucally supphes the
place of the mast important of the onginal pre-

cl01S MANUSCTIPE 15 NOW about to be |!lll|
Due to the advanced technique of reproduc ton

slished.

this 15 now |'.|u~:u||':]|.

[he first manuscript to be publishec
(Codex Flateyensis) the most famous

{ 15 the

.Ir Frd, -'I-l'.nl.l'"l-'n. |
of a1l the literar ¥ tres sures of Jeelarnd, This manu-

script came Into existence in the years 133704,

and was chiefly written by Jon Thérdarson and

Magnus Thérhallsson: the latter also drew and
painted the interestng: and characteristic minia-
rures and initials. A prominent leelar wdic chief,
[6n Hakonarson, born in 1350 according to the

records of the Flateyjarbok, defrayed the expen
ses of the production

The F |1I:u|tr|1-JL owes 1s 1mportance to the
fact that it has preserved exc |.||Ln[ written copics
of earlier writingrs. In it we find sapas of the M or-
W NI kings (Olat Fryggvason. S, Olaf, Ha-
rald and Magnus, Sverrer " Hakon the Old and
others): further, old lays| imlr Skulason’s Gesl,

Finar Gilsson's Olafsrima and others). [ncorpo-
rated in these sagas we find very valuable frag-

ments of other sagas, dealing with countrics
other than feedand and NVeorway, thus the saga ol
the Orknevs and the saga of the Faeroes. In

this saga we find an account of the introduc-

oon of Christoamity into the Faeroes and s¢-
veral events connected therewith. In the Ork-

asaga, which resembles the sagas of the

neying
|11-I:c:- v of

kings in its whole arrangement, the
the Orknevs from the close of the gth century
to 1222 1s gIven. |

I'he Flateyjarbok also contains an account of
remarkable periods in the history of the old Ice-
landic colony in Greenfand, of the discovery of
W ineland on the east coast of America and of the
later voyages to that part. This is told in the tale
of Erik the Red, and in the Grenlendinga Pattr,
which contain important contributions to our
knowledge of the life and disc averiesof the Nor-
de settlers in Greenland. The Jomsvikingasaga
and especially the Knytlingasaga are of greatim-

ir bearing on the history of Dler-

nsvikingasaga we find the

portance in the
Icmth

mard. Thus, in the Jor
history of Gorm the Md and Harald Blue

iz dealt with 1n a few short tales, and Ey-

|I'I ||..I'r.l'.l
1« contributions ta the history

mund’s Saga contall
of R,

Ih its rich gubject mMatlen the B I:
e of the most extensive but also one

clandic manuscripts.
| invala-

1Lcy t |l'|:'|l|L i\.

ot l.:llll". on
af the most important of le

It is one of the principal manusc ripts and
know Iuiu_ it pives us of ancient Norse

able by the
rl It voys ||r|_'-\.[r'l|; rTCE III am] Ir:ll.']

l:IIl['IIfI. |:ndt]|u |
America.
In his introductoon P rofessor - Franwr Jérngron

thoroughly explains the contents and history ol

the hook.
he facsimile edition now about to Lppq ar is

production in |'.n||u-1<:-1|||m;rr aphy,and

a full-size re
place of the manu-

will thus entrely ~.|||:up|-. the
& r||1.1 and he of the greatest importance to every-

body desirous of studying the l:!lTI.j_||I'I al text.
['he Flate nnm-k consists of 450 pages, 20742.5

em in size. The facsimile edi [I-:!||1 will be 64
the margin, and about 8 em thic k.
non the book will com-

¥ -r.q
cm Inc |1|d|r'||_g

Inclusive of the introduc
yrise about 475 large folio pages. Only I-:,'Z"*.Ul_'lh.‘-

will be on sale. Jh-_ price will be 360 Kroner;
hound in half vellum, oo Kroner; Imund i
u:_;.u-d-:_n. |:u:b'|H.E=~. 1.'.|1|"| sIrngs | 1 1miks lllf‘l-!ll Iiﬂ |:1|.1.|

Ieelandie bindings, 450 Kroner.
The Flateyjarbék (Codex Flatcycnsis) will

appcar in the carly part of the summer of 1930

in good time for the millenary fesnvities at

Revykjavik.
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