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IMAGINATION LIND MAGIC 
'SIIE FORCE O F  IMAGINATION ON TI IE  IIUMAN BODY 

AND O F  MAGIC ON TI-IE I-IUAIAN MIND 

Iii tllis 1):il)er I slia11 describe a cli~ciissioii of the forcc. of imngi- 
~i;it~ioii upoii tlle hiiinaii body in one rnaiiirscript of tEie fifteenth 
ceiitiiry, 1,lien ttie effect of rnagic iipon the hiimari inind a s  presented 
iii ;iriotlicr maniiscript of the same centiiry. Both mnnuscripts are 
aiiioiiyinous. Thnt iipon the force of imagination is founcl a t  the 
V;I tican ; tlle other i s  i r i  t2ie Staatsbibiothelc st Munich. 

The qiiestion whether chalnge can be produced in the hiimnri 
body by irnagination alone is  argued in an  anonyinous Utrrrm mI1ic.h 
occiirs nlorie n11d entls iiicomplete in T'atican Latin 1121 , fo1.212-", 
opening, " Utrum circa corpiis hurniiiiiirn potest fieri s l i q i ~ a  immu- 
tatio e s  sola ymaginatione, iit piitn circha aliqiiod Organum pmti-  
ciilaris potentie absque hoc qiiod immni ctur ab obiecto proprio.. ." 
ancl closing, " ... quod contingit ex eo qiiod infectio ociilorii~n 
infectorilrn per lineam rectam directiiis deriiintiir ad. .  . " . Our 
manuscript is  a later copy of an origiiial composed a t  some time 
after the coiiderilnation a t  Paris in 1277 of 219 articles, to  which 
it r e f e ~ s . ~  

First, it is argued iii the negative that such chatnge ~vithoiit a 
rnaterial caiise or physical contact cnn be effectecl only by God. Eilt 
then affirinatively it is held that such chsnge is proved in three ways 
by experieiice : 1) watching anolher person enting sornething sour 

1 So catalogiled by Aucus~us I ~ Z E R ,  Cfodices T7aticani Latirti, Pars prior; 

Codices 679-1134; 1931. For  i t  and tlie other contents of NS. U21 See pp. 745-740. 
2 3'01. 2 1 2 ~  : « dtl lioc etiain f:icit articulus 3 13' ca' qui tttlis est, Quod 

m;~teri :~ cxterior obcilit siil~staiitic spiritii~ili. Error, si intelligatur siinpliciter 
sccuncluiri oiniicrri rilotjiini transmiitntionis ». Numbered 110 in Clzartularizcnz Ulzi- 
versitutis l'arisiensis, I (ISS!)). 542 et seq. The designation by chapter and article 
is fouild in CAI~OLUS Du PLESSIS D'A~:GENTI;G, Coll. iztd. de novis crroribus, I (1755). 
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biit its liiere aclininistrator. This opinion oiir snoiiyinoiis aiithor 
ctonsiders false aiid heretical. A marginal note, Iromever, which ia 
iii tlie snme liand a s  the text, ttLBes issiie with it upon this point, 
lioldiiig that Avicenna's opinion was jrist the coritrary. This in- 
tlic:ites that our inanuscript is  not the original tes t  biit a siib- 
seqiient coyy. 

Voiirtli, tlie opiiiion that the iiitellectunl soul of oiie person can 
ti3aiisin nte iii:ktter, mnlce fire of non-fire, perform iiiirncles, and a t  
jvill kill ;I i~inn, or caiise :I cnir~el to fall iiito :I liot l):itli, is  called 
iiiost false and heretica,l. Siicli t~ction is Cor CToc1 nloiie ;~ccording 
to tlie snfer view, wliicli is meiitioned for tlie boiic~fit of tliose who 
liold tlin t Intelligeiices inove i he s~ l ie res  1)y liiere esercise of intellect 
a n  1 1  Against tlie In t i er  ol,inion is ci teti 1 Eie article condemried 
:it Paris iii 1277, 

That siiperioi. Intelligeiices iiilpi+ess iilferiors jiist as one inte1lectii:il 
soiil iiril~r(isscs :ino-lhei. antl sensitive natiire. And by siicli imprcssiol~ 
: i i i  c~ric~liaiilcli~ 1)y his 1nci.c gaz(~ cnst ,ci cainel into : pit." 

i l l ,  oiir o r  indicates how far he is ready to  go in 
(aoiicediiig tlic nctioii of spirit iipoii body and tlie power of fasciiin- 
tion. The evil spirit iii the body of one possessed by :L den~on can 
kill oi. injiire nnot t i~r  Person, for mhich he citrs n gloss on S Corin- 
t.liiniis nnd Aiigiistiric ripon the 96th Psalm. *\s for fn~cina~tiori, 
it is ntiestcd by Paii17s qucr.y to the Galatinns : 

0 foolisli Gallat;inlns, ~vho  has fnsciiini-eil yoii ? 

niid may be perforrned either h-y :i 1)erson with tlie evil eyc iiifecting 
tlhe nir hrc.atlhrd in 1j-y this ricit,in, or by direct linear effect on the 
other's eye. 

Avicennn and Algnzel had been ciled more tlian once by Alberti-is 
Al;igii~is conc~c.rr~jiig fascination alnd the power of so111 over body- 
Eiigr1bei.t of Admont iii the early foiirteenth ceiitury had done so 
a p i n  in his trentise on fnscinatioi~. Indeed, both passnges from 
Ariceni~a niid Algnzel nere  well knomn and iniicli cited. Biit 3 

disciissioii to which oiir anonymoiis Utrz~m bears a, closer resem- 
blaiice is I,lin,t 1)y Xicolr Oresme in the foiirth chapter of his 
Qaollilreta (clnting ;iboiit 1370) wliether the soul caii prodiice effects 
in rsternal objecls. Orrsme also in other of his works representea 

Numbered 112 in Chart.  Uniu. Paris. See further iny .4 ?I.istory of 211a{~ic 
und  Experimental Science, T I ,  710. 
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Avicenna and Algazel a s  proponeiits of the attributioii of mnrrels 
of magic to the power of imagiiiation and the control of mind over 
matter, and he as well a,s Engelbert discussed fascinatioii. But  oui. 
anonymous text seems independent of these other similar discassioiis 
of the Seme topic, aiid they OE i t .  Corisequently it would be rasli to 
attempt to date i t  ~ ~ 4 t h  reference to them. 

Codex Latinus Nonacensis 842-0, is  a fifteeiith ceiitiiiay collectioii 
of incantations, esorcisms and fascinations of n-liich tlie first two 
leaves are missing, wliile fols. 119-132 out of the original 156 are 
in Lew German. Of especial interest are tn-o to ruin aiid to  restore 
a inan's intellect and kno~vledge, which occur at fols. 6'-7'. Y011 
oiight first in  a waiiing moon on a Saturdny go to hin1 n-hose miild 
you wish to affect and in his presence say in a loud voice, "May 
An'ael (?) enter your brain and dilute and ubolish all wisclom, 
sense, discretion, cogitation." Tlie clemon is  theii coiijiired to do  
so, o r  be sent to the bottom of the See, " quod non egredieris i i i  

seculo." Tlie conjiirer is to cut a pen from his fingeriiails, ~v r i t e  
n-ith i t  and cat's blood, and make further use of a candle and otlier 
paraphernalia. He shoiild mrite oii a cloth ~ ' ~ 4 t h  his name iii the 
niiddle of a circle. Then, (( I conjure yoii, ten malign demons, viz. . . . 
(fol. 7') " And thou Mirael from his braiii iiever depart, till I tell 
you to." Which thiis said, thrice again in the same iiight retiirii 
to his house mith the said clot,h and a Bnife. And when yoii gel 
there, turn your shoiilders t o ~ ~ ~ a r d s  his house and, beiicliilg to  the 
ground, piss in his direction like :l camel digging a ditcli, placiiig 
the said cloth in its limit. Sey thns : " I put  yoii underground i11  

the name of the demons ~vrit ten aroiind yoii." Then go home ai-id 
rnalce a wax candle on which are written al1 the coilteiits of the  
circle, and prick the name (of the victim) mith a iieedle. Light it 
and say, " As it biirns avay ,  FO maly his mind deteriorate." Theii 
extinguish it, saying, " So may all his virtiie be e ~ t i n g u i s h e d . ~ ~  This 
ceremony is to he repeated ior seven days. On the eighth day you 
~vill  See hiin qiiite deniented, a t  ~vhoni ,211 will marvel ... It is mar- 
velous too that he is not conscioiis of any defect ancl thinks a11 the 
others mentnlly off. Hold fast then to this experierice, becaiise it is 
of great virtiie. 

It is indeed remarkable that, althoiigli some a t  least of the  
coiijuring and ritual has been performed in  the preseiice of khe 
victirn, its success was stntedly not due to the power o£ suggestion 
biit t o  the dernoils T V ~ O  were invoked. similarly, i ts  reversal is 
effected by the demons and destriiction of the paraphernalia em- 
ployed in iiivoking them. 
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To restore liim yoii shoiild go on a Shursdiily night to his house 
v.1icr.e you biiried tlie cloth, which should have been piit in a valse 
10 prevent its piitiefying, and call on the demons to restore hiin. 
Talce tlie cloth hoine, Bindle a fire of olive wood a,nd p?.ovinczcln aiid 
tlie herb vervain, tlirom the cloth iiito it, arid say, " iis i t  is consiimed, 
so iiiay 311 done ngainst him be consiiined." T l i ro~\~  tlie aslles iiito 
~.iinning water, aiicl the victirn will be restored to his right iiiind, 
t?iitl ~ i l l  nttribrile liis l~rerioiis stnte to sickness. 

Fiirtlier ol~jects of oiir test  are to nrin a woriia,ii's love ( S ' ) ,  to gaiir 
tligiiity niid honor (H'), to aroiise li;il,red iiiitl eiiiiiity be tmecii 
i'rieiitls (1 37, " artem qiiaiii in tiia (4iiri;ij vi tlisti iiie toci ~ i l s  exercerc 
\-i(lelic.et nd prorocaiidiiin dnpii'eros " ( I  T>'), to it~iil<(? a iiiost bs:iiiti f iii 
(*:ist10 ;il)l)etir (IST), l1i:i t mlierever yoii :Ire, jToii caii liaw? al sliip (2 1 '), 
to iii;il;e llie tle;itl seeiii ;ilive (957, to becoiiie iiivisible (2S1'), At :U1 
\\-C liear oi  " tliis esl~eriineiit," at 33" of " S1,eciiliiin Floron," " a t  
13' OS " Esperiiiientii~n cristalli ad jnvenie~i(l~irn fiirt i ~n i  ." 

At 4 7  l l ~ e  iiiil)ric., " Esl)licit 3"' c:~pitiiliiiii," is follo~vetl by tlie 
iiicipit : " De oiiiiii r,e diibitabili etiaili iricerti~ vei.it;ite 1ial)enda ... " 
;iliid iiislriic.tioii to tnke tlie riglit slioulcler-l~liitle ot' ii r:iiii aiiointetl 
nritli olive oil. Llft-cr other, esplicits on 45)" aiid 50v, :ind 1i:iiiies of 
deriionis, Ilie r t~s t  of r7Ov is left blank. Be1,weeii 50 niid 51 serer2l 
10:ivcs linre 1)(3~11 ciit oiit, n~liile 51' is  left bl;iiik. 11 t T i i '  begiiis Ilio 
~)rologi~e of a l)ooIc oC c:oiisccratioii ; nl; r7:3' t l i ~  fiiasl of a series of 
01-atio~zcs; GO", " dtliiiro te.. . '' ; fXv, " Coiiiiiro et  costriiigo.. . ; " 
nt G I v  iiistriit.tioil lo go to llie ceiiietery, cbollcct ;is iii:iiiy stoiies ns 
t,here are versc.s (llie 1n:irgiii snys 47), 111r21ie ;I c~ii~(~1e \\.it h tlieiii, plit 
T'cI'\:;;~~~I in il , :111c1 1n:ike iise of the ]->snlin, il/isct*c~.e. 

0ii 6 7 ,  " 1iicil)iunt esperiii~enta bona tlt l)robat:i, e t  ~~i~ iss i i r i ; i~ .  
Priino de iiioclo scrib~iidi. .. " arici " Sol ;i iri ferili cliiii~ta novis 
I-ilstibus iiidntus et baliiestiis." On 6 7 ,  " Baial)ariis inagnus coiries 
t3t diix et apparet in signo Sagitarii silvestris ciaiii -1- regibiis ferenti- 
1111s tubtls ... " and siniilnrly for ten other iisi~ies of denioiis. At 
fiSv '' Incipiii n t  caoniiirn tioiies dieriim siiper composi tiorierri saerifi - 
cioriiiii ... " At 72r-14V ch:ir¿icters are iiileiiiningled ~vitli the text. 
At T!)", " Dc operibiis yinaginiirn diei," follon-ed by instriictions for 
nialciiig iiiagic iniages of the Eioiirs of d:iy :iiid of niglit. At S7', 
" Rapientes philosophi et c~sl~er t i  qiii coiliposiieriint istiim libriirn 
coiifideiites iii d ~ o  qiii cst siiper omiies clciis Ordiiiaveruiit yma,' winefi 
vii dieriini ehdoiii:~tlc ... " Tlie first image for fiunday ends nt 01'. 



At 9GV, " Incipiunt experimenta verissima e t  probata primum ad 
omnia indaganda que voliieris sive presentia sive p~e t e r i t a  sive 
f l ~ t ~ l r a . ~  

A t  fols. 109'-I1Sv, the last Latin item before the German text 
begins is all in one hand and continuoiis. It Opens, " Per invocntio- 
nern noininis domini Iesu Christi ... '?  


